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Petro Poroshenko speaks to journalists after casting his vote in Kyiv. 


Poroshenko 
declares victory 


(RFE/RL)—Confectionery | ty- 
coon Petro Poroshenko has de- 
clared victory in Ukraine’s presi- 
dential election with exit polls 
indicating he secured an absolute 
majority in the first round of vot- 


ing. 
Speaking shortly after the exit- 
poll results were announced, 


Poroshenko said his first mission 
as president was to “end war and 
bring peace” and announced his 
first trip would be to the heavily 
pro-Russian, rebel-held east. 

He also said Ukraine will never 
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recognize the Crimean referendum 
and the “occupation of Crimea” 
and added that Ukrainians have 
chosen the path of “European inte- 
gration.” 

Poroshenko also said he backed 
the holding of parliamentary elec- 
tions in Ukraine this year. 

Poroshenko’s main contender, 
former Prime Minister Yulia Ty- 
moshenko, conceded defeat soon 
after voting stations closed on May 
255). 

Two polls gave Poroshenko be- 
tween 55.9 percent and 57.3 per- 
cent of the vote. Tymoshenko came 
second with 12.9 percent, and 12.4 
percent respectively. 

If confirmed by results on May 
26, the outcome would avert the 
need for a runoff vote next month. 

The United States quickly wel- 
comed the result, with a White 
House statement saying that U.S. 
President Barack Obama looks 
forward to working with the next 
Ukrainian head of state. The state- 
ment hailed the “courageous” 
Ukrainians, and said the election 
was another step forward toward 
uniting the country. 

In the Kyiv mayoral election, 
an exit poll showed former boxer 
Vitaly Klitschko — an ally of Poro- 
shenko and “Euromaidan” stalwart 
who accompanied the latter on the 
dais at his victory announcement 
— on target to win with some 57 
percent of the vote. 

Ukrainians turned out in large 
numbers to vote in Ukraine’s presi- 
dential election, three months after 
President Viktor Yanukovych fled 
to Russian exile amid mass street 
protests. 

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Geoffrey Pyatt told RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service after visiting 10 
polling stations that he had seen 
“thousands of Ukrainians lining 
up to participate in this democratic 
exercise,” saying that he had wit- 
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Ukrainian pride 
Members of the large youth contingent that participated in the May 17 “March of the Vyshyvanky” which 


proceeded from Edmonton s City Hall to the Alberta Legislative Grounds, sing the Ukrainian National Anthem 
at the conclusion of the event. This march continues a tradition of celebrating Ukrainian culture and identity 


through the display of the embroidered shirts, blouses and other clothing unique to the culture. It was started by 
three students in Kyiv in 2008 and then grew into a twice-a year event that is celebrated across Ukraine and in 
Ukrainian communities around the world. Close to 250 people participated in the Edmonton march. A similar 


march was also held in Toronto that same day. For more see page І of this issue. 


Patriarch Sviatoslav meets Harper 


(UGCC)—The Head of the Ukrainian Greek Cath- 
olic Church (UGCC) met with Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper May 9 to discuss the crisis in Ukraine. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk told the Prime Min- 
ister that his Church has consistently called for peace 
and reconciliation in Ukraine. However, the aggres- 
sion by representatives of the Russian Federation has 
undermined the Church’s efforts to maintain calm. 
“There was no tension between Ukrainians and Rus- 
sians in Ukraine until the Russian government an- 


nexed Crimea,” said the 44-year-old Primate of the 
five-million-strong Church. “It is the illegal actions 
of the Russian government — following upon years 
of Kremlin-backed corruption in Kyiv — that have 
brought strife to the country.” 

Patriarch Sviatoslav also expressed his conviction 
that Western countries must show greater resolve in 
restraining Russia. “We appreciate what has been 
done — especially by Canada. But time and again, the 
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PMO PHOTO — DEB RANSOM 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper meets with Dr. Andrew Bennett, Ambassador to the Office of Religious Freedom, 
and Archbishop Sviatoslay Shevchuk, Patriarch of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, and discusses the 
Cont. оп Р. 5 | situation in Ukraine, May 8. See also page 9 for more on the patriarch’s visit to Canada. 


2 
Бойовики «ДНР» відпустили 


захопленого голову ОВК 


(Радіо Свобода) -Чотири години в Мар'їнці, що на Донеччині, 
терористи утримували в заручниках главу окружної виборчої комісії 
Ne 60 Володимира Полякова, після чого відпустили його. Про це 
повідомляє «5 канал» з посиланням на прес-секретаря Комітету 
виборців України Олександра Іванова. 

24 травняі вдень у райцентрі Мар'їнка на Донеччині озброєні 
люди викрали главу окружної виборчої комісії Ne 60 i спалили 
документацію. 

«Йому погрожували, говорили, що вибори на території «Донецької 
народної республіки» незаконні, і комісія займається злочинною 
діяльністю. Погрожували, в тому числі фізичним знищенням», — 
розповів Іванов. 

За його словами, голову ОВК залякували і погрожували йому 
- щоб зірвати роботу виборчої комісії. Комітет виборців України 
повідомив 24 травня, що на Донеччині у більшості ОВК вибори під 
загрозою зриву. 


Герман заявила, судитиметься за 
«наклеп про неї як агента КДБ» 


(Радіо Свобода) - Депутат Ганна Герман заявила, що судитиметься 
з журналістом Аскольдом Крушельницьким та вимагатиме від нього 
«300 тисяч доларів за наклеп, який він розповсюджує». 

Про це йдеться у заяві депутатки, поширеній її прес-службою у 
відповідь на твердження журналіста Аскольда Крушельницького 
про те, що Ганна Герман ще з 1980-х років співпрацювала з КДБ. 

«Суму рівно в триста тисяч доларів я буду вимагати в суду за 
наклеп, який розповсюджує про мене Аскольд Крушельницький. 
Він стверджує... що Петро Лелик, який працював для Юлії 
Тимошенко, начебто купив у російських спецслужб документ про 
мою співпрацю з КДБ», - заявила Герман. 

«Не знаю, звідки в команді Тимошенко такі великі гроші, щоб 
викидати їх на очорнення моєї скромної особи. Однак я готова 
довести в суді, що Петро Лелик продав штабові Юлії Тимошенко 
брутальну фальшивку 1 я готова довести це в будь-якому суді світу. Я 
мала залізні докази про те, що Лелик, якого вигнали з адміністрації 
(екс-президента Леоніда) Кучми за підробку підпису на одному з 
документів, підробив і мою нібито розписку. Будь-яка незалежна 
експертиза це доведе», - додала вона. 
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Сепаратисти на Сході 
втрачають Донбас 


Олена Зашко, Радіо Свобода 

Із 20 травня щоденно з 12-ї до 15-ї підприємства 
Донбасу призупинятимуть свою роботу на знак 
солідарності із акцією, до якої закликав Донбас 
Рінат Ахметов. Звернення олігарха до жителів 
Донецької області прозвучало напередодн (19 
травня) і в ефірі одного з українських каналів. 30- 
крема він закликав підтримати мир та долучитися 
до акції протесту проти кровопролиття. 

Страйк проти сепаратизму розпочався опівдні 
20 травня. На багатьох підприємствах Донець- 
ка пролунала сирена, а працівники вийшли на 
вулицю. Такі дії пояснюються тим, що у своєму 
відеозверненні Рінат Ахметов закликав усі трудові 
колективи Донбасу вийти на попереджувальний 
протест за своїм місцем роботи. 

«Цей мітинг розпочнеться опівдні з гудка, який 
пролунає на всіх підприємствах Донбасу. На 
підтримку світу! Проти кровопролиття! І доки не 
настане мир, кожного дня о 12-й годині по всьо- 
му Донбасу лунатиме такий гудок. Я так само за- 
кликаю всіх автомобілістів, всіх патріотів нашого 
краю приєднатися до цієї акції», - заявив олігарх 
напередодні. 

Донеччани долучилися до заклику Ахмето- 
ва. Зокрема, ініціативу підтримав Донецький 
металургійний завод, Шахта імені Засядька, До- 
нецький міський водоканал та інші підприємства. 
У центрі міста автомобілісти також взяли участь 
в акції. Натомість сепаратисти влаштували полю- 
вання на тих водіїв, які сигналили за мир. У масках 
та з бітами представники так званої «Донецької 
республіки» переслідували автомобілі, деякі із них 
навіть розбили. 

Лідер незалежної профспілки гірників Донбасу 
Микола Волинко зазначив, що його організація 
підтримує ініціативу Ахметова. 

«Те, що він закликав до проведення такої акції 
- це йому великий плюс. Те, що акція пройшла у 
Донецьку (зокрема збори були і на шахтах) - це до- 
бре. Сподіваємося, що можливо скоро відновимо 
Донецьк, розпочнемо просту мирну роботу. Нам 
що треба? Нам потрібна робота, зарплата, спокій. 
Нам потрібна єдина та неподільна Україна. Наша 
профспілка підтримує цю ініціативу», - наголосив 


Волинко. 

Окрім того у вівторок о 12-й годині на стадіоні 
«Донбас-арена» відбулася акція «За мирний Дон- 
бас, за Донбас без терору, зброї та кровопролит- 
тя!». Один із учасників акції Сергій зазначив, що 
підтримує Україну і виступає проти так званої 
Донецької народної республіки. У коментарі 
«Радіо Свобода» він сказав: «А що таке Донецька 
республіка? Купка бандитів. Не можуть сто людей 
командувати п'ятьма мільйонами. Мені друг за- 
телефонував, сказав просто прийти на стадіон». 

Натомість того ж дня у ЗМІ з'явилася інформація 
про те, що сепаратисти не підтримали акцію, до 
якої закликає Ахметов. Співголова так званої 
«Донецької народної республіки» Мирослав Ру- 
денко заявив, що своїм закликом страйкувати про- 
ти сепаратистів олігарх ігнорує інтереси жителів 
Донбасу, які на референдумі обрали «Донецьку 
республіку». 

Від нині на маріупольських металургійних 
комбінатах імені Ілліча та «Азовсталь» щодня з 
12-ї до 15-ї буде зупинятися виробництво. Цим 
самим підприємства протестують проти сепа- 
ратизму та заворушень. Напередодні про це за- 
явили генеральні директори підприємств Юрій 
Зінченко та Енвер Цкітішвілі. На офіційному 
сайті Маріупольського металургійного заводу 
розміщена інформація із їхніми коментарями. 

Зокрема генеральний директор МК імені Ілліча 
Юрій Зінченко написав: «Ми втомилися від людей, 
які ходять нашими містами зі зброєю, які забира- 
ють машини, лякають наших дітей. Закликаємо, 
щоб всі сіли за стіл переговорів, а озброєні люди 
склали зброю і пішли з наших міст». 

Заява генерального директора МК «Азовсталь» 
Енвера Цкітішвілі виглядає так: «Ми розуміємо, що 
настав момент, коли кожен голос має бути почутий. 
Якщо ми підемо в ту частину правового свавілля, 
який існує сьогодні, то у нас немає майбутнього». 
Окрім того він зазначив, що компанії є першими, 
хто вивів людей і забезпечив порядок у місті. І свою 
діяльність вони послаблювати не збираються. 

Акцію протесту, під час якої підприємства Дон- 
басу будуть зупиняти свою роботу, планують про- 
водити щодня. 


Санкції проти 


Наталія Писанська, Радіо Свобода 

Канцлер Ангела Меркель і міністр закордон- 
них справ Німеччини Франк-Вальтер Штайнмаєр 
обіцяють запровадити економічні санкції щодо 
Росії в разі, якщо та буде і надалі дестабілізувати 
ситуацію в Україні. Великий німецький бізнес 
заявляє, що такі заходи проти стратегічного партне- 
ра ФРН будуть згубними. Одні з найвпливовіших 
німецьких бізнесменів чинять тиск, вимагаю- 
чи інших рішень, а сама дискусія дедалі більше 
зміщується з площини міжнародного права та 
загальноєвропейських принципів у бік економічної 
вигоди. 

Провідні політики ФРН одержують дедалі 
більше звернень від німецьких менеджерів - 
не здійснювати кроків, котрі завдадуть збитків 
їхнім економічним інтересам у Росії. Такі крупні 
корпорації як BASF SE, Siemens AG, Volkswagen 
AG, Adidas AG 1 Deutsche Bank AG на початку 
травня закликали Ангелу Меркель відмовитися від 
підтримки США щодо запровадження жорсткіших 


санкцій проти Росії i можливих  торгово- 
економічних обмежень. 
Курт box, голова Ради директорів БАСФ, 


зазначає: «Ми й надалі інвестуватимемо в Росію. 
Видобуток газу та нафти в Росії був і залишається 
важливим бізнесом. Ми сподіваємось на те, що 
політична ситуація невдовзі стабілізується». 
Президент Федерального союзу німецької 
промисловості Ульріх Грілло вважає, що вихід із 
кризи навколо України не може лежати в площині 
санкцій, бо це би зашкодило німецькій економіці. 
«Звичайно, у нас є широкі економічні зв'язки з 
Росією. Тому економічні санкції стали б на заваді 
обом сторонам. Звичайно, нам потрібен газ, хоч ми 
маємо й інші можливості його постачання. Але й 
наш експорт важливий для Росії. Тому повторюся: 
такі санкції зашкодять обом країнам. Ми маємо зро- 
бити спробу деескалації», - зазначає Ульріх Грілло. 
Європа не зважується по-справжньому покара- 
ти агресора. Женевські угоди, як і круглий стіл, не 


Росії 


змогли врегулювати ситуацію. Більш того, вони 
переконали, що європейські інституції поки що 
не в змозі вплинути на розв'язання такого роду 
політичних криз. 

Представник ОБСЄ Вольфганг Ішингер пояснює 
подвійну стратегію ЄС так: «Стратегічна мета 
Європейського союзу і німецького уряду - не 
стратегія покарання, приміром, з допомогою санкцій, 
а стратегія стабілізації. Саме це намагається уже з 
відчаєм зробити міністр закордонних справ Франк- 
Вальтер Штайнмаєр. Я вважаю, що німецький уряд 
обрав правильну стратегію, і вона знайде підтримку 
в ЄС. Переконаний, що вирішальним стане не те, 
що які-небудь сенатори з південних штатів Америки 
закликають до покарання. Це робити дуже просто, 
представляючи частину країни, яка практично не 
має прямих економічних в'язків із Росією. Тому ми 
маємо діяти виходячи з наших власних європейських 
інтересів». 

Чи не тому, що далі, то більше офіційний Берлін 
наполягає на врегулюванні ситуації в Україні шля- 
хом дипломатичних переговорів, діалогом за уча- 
стю представників усіх регіонів та українського 
суспільства, а не посиленням економічних санкцій 
проти Росії. A глава  зовнішньополітичного 
відомства Франк-Вальтер Штайнмаєр навіть уже 
без дипломатії застеріг: «Економічна війна заче- 
пить передовсім сам Захід». 

Так само вважає і глава Східного комітету 
німецької економіки Екгард Кордес. «Ми ніколи не 
виключали запровадження економічних санкцій. 
Ane такі заходи мають бути «ultima ratio», — 
зазначає він. - Із упевненістю можна сказати: якщо 
будуть вжиті такі санкції, які матимуть вплив, то 
від них постраждає i Росія, і Німеччина, i ЄС, і 
Україна». 

Після ухваленого Європейським союзом рішення 
про розширення дій санкцій проти Росії Екгард 
Кордес попередив про його негативні наслідки, що 
завдадуть «великої шкоди довірі, на основі якої за 
останні десятиліття у світі інвестовано мільярди». 
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Canada trimmed Russia sanctions| Russian, Ukrainian 
to protect business interests 


By Marco Levytsky, incorporating a report by David 
Ljunggren and Euan Rocha, Reuters Canada 

Canada broke with the United States and did not im- 
pose sanctions on two key allies of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin because the pair had Canadian busi- 
ness interests, according to sources familiar with the 
matter, reported Reuters on May 16.. 

The agency said this revelation puts into question 
the government’s tough line on Russia over the crisis 
in Ukraine. Prime Minister Stephen Harper recently 
compared Putin’s actions to those of Adolf Hitler in 
the run-up to World War Two. 

Canada, home to 1.2 million people of Ukrainian 
descent, has imposed sanctions on more than 80 Rus- 
sian and Ukrainian officials and businesses, compared 
to about 60 by the United States. 

But unlike the United States, Canada has not moved 
against Sergei Chemezoy, who heads state-owned in- 
dustrial and defense conglomerate Rostec, and Igor 
Sechin, CEO of oil giant Rosneft. Both men, who are 
close to Putin, have business ties to Canada. 

Rosneft owns some 30 percent of a Canadian oil 
field, while Rostec has an aircraft assembly joint ven- 
ture lined up with Bombardier Inc. The venture is vital 
to the Canadian plane and train maker, as the fate of a 
roughly $3.4 billion aircraft sale deal is tied to it. - 

Asked about the decision not to go after either Se- 
chin or Chemezoy, a Canadian government source 
familiar with Ottawa’s sanctions strategy told Reuters: 
“Our goal is to sanction Russia, it is not to go out of 
our way to sanction or penalize Canadian companies.” 

The comments appear to contrast with the official 
government approach. Harper, referring to the Ukraine 
crisis, said in March that “we will not shape our for- 
eign policy to commercial interests” and officials say 
that stance is still valid. 

Indeed, the Conservative government on May 14 
called on business executives not to attend events in 
Russia, like the St. Petersburg International Economic 
Forum this month and the World Petroleum Congress 
in Moscow in June. 


“We will continue to apply pressure to Russia, we 
will continue to impose sanctions along with our al- 


lies, but we will also look out for Canada’s broader 
interests,” the government source said. 

Canada’s official opposition New Democrats said 
the failure to target Chemezoy and Sechin undermined 
the case for sanctions. 

May 16, after this story broke, Christine Moore 
(Abitibi—Témiscamingue, NDP) rose in the House of 
Commons to ask: “While our allies are putting more 
pressure on Russia, Canada has yet to impose sanc- 
tions on important targets such as Igor Sechin and Ser- 
gey Chemezovy, two industrial tycoons who are close 
friends of Putin’s. These two businessmen signed ma- 
jor trade deals with Canada, despite their ties to the 
Russian president. 

“Will the Conservatives commit to cutting all ties 
with Sechin and Chemezovy and strengthen economic 
sanctions? 

Deepak Obhrai (Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and for International Hu- 
man Rights, CPC) replied: “Mr. Speaker, Canada has 
one of the strongest sanction regimes in the world. 
This has been coordinated with our allies to target key 
individuals and entities to isolate Russia politically 
and economically. 

“Our sanctions are designed to punish the Putin re- 
gime and bring economic pressure on Russia for its 
illegal occupation of Ukraine. 

“Canada will further take action if Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity continue to be tested. 

The Dewar rose to state: “Mr. Speaker, that answer 
15 not good enough. І warned the minister last week 
about the problems with Canada’s sanctions. 

“Conservatives said, “We will not shape our foreign 
policy to commercial interests’, but now they are say- 
ing, ‘We will also look out for Canada’s broader inter- 
ests.’ They cannot have it both ways. 

“The government’s rhetoric is very tough, so why 
will Conservatives not implement strong and coordin- 
ated sanctions against Russia? Why will it not put Pu- 
tin’s buddies on the list? 

To which Obhrai replied: “Let me repeat what I 
just said, Mr. Speaker. Canada has one of the strong- 
est sanction regimes in the world, which has been co- 
ordinated with our allies to target key individuals and 
entities to isolate Russia politically and economically. 

“Let me tell the hon. member, our sanctions are 
designed to punish the Putin regime and bring eco- 
nomic pressure on Russia for its illegal occupation of 
Ukraine. If need be, we will take further action to send 


a strong message to Russia in protection of Ukraine.” 
Ukrainian News asked International Affairs spokes- 
person Adam Hodge is the government was prepared 
to reconsider and place Sechin and Chemezov under 
sanction, to which he replied in an e-mail: ““We’re cer- 
tainly prepared to take further action if Ukraine con- 
tinues to be threatened. However, in order to preserve 
the integrity of the sanctions process, it is our policy 
not to discuss publicly the specifics of the application 
of SEMA against particular individuals or entities.” 

Ukrainian News also asked Liberal Foreign Affairs 
Critic Mare Garneau whether his party was willing to 
urge the government to place these two individuals 
under sanction, to which he replied: "М/е'те certainly 
prepared to take further action if Ukraine continues to 
be threatened. However, in order to preserve the in- 
tegrity of the sanctions process, it is our policy not 
to discuss publicly the specifics of the application of 
SEMA against particular individuals or entities.” 

In Europe, some leaders have also tempered their 
criticism of Moscow, in a sign they, too, are worried 
about business ties with Russia, a major provider of 
oil and gas to the region, noted the Reuters report. 

But Harper took a strong line from the start, cas- 
tigating Putin and pushing the effort to have Russia 
kicked out of the Group of Eight leading industrial- 
ized nations. 

As Ottawa developed its sanctions policy, it was be- 
ing lobbied by top officials from Bombardier, which is 
one of Canada’s major industrial players. 

The company last year signed a preliminary deal to 
sell 100 short-haul aircraft in Russia and agreed to set 
up an assembly line for the planes in that country, in 
partnership with Rostec. Bombardier also has other 
interests in Russia, including a long-standing joint 
venture in its rail business. 

Canada’s official registry of lobbyists shows Bom- 
bardier CEO Pierre Beaudoin reported six meetings 
in March with government officials, including Trans- 
port Minister Lisa Raitt and Industry Minister James 
Moore. 


One source familiar with the discussions said Bom- 
bardier did not specifically ask the government to 


keep Chemezov off the sanctions list but stressed the 
ramifications that punitive measures could have on its 
business interests in Russia. 

Three of the meetings took place on March 4 and 
one on March 7. After Canada announced sanctions 
in mid-March, Bombardier again met with senior of- 
ficials on March 20 and 27. 

Bombardier declined to comment on the specifics 
of its lobbying efforts in Ottawa but said the discus- 
sions revolved around its extensive overseas interests, 
among other matters. 

A spokeswoman told Reuters the firm remained 
hopeful about the joint venture with Rostec, but ac- 
knowledged the current political environment was 
likely to delay its timeline. 

The registry of lobbyists showed no record of Ros- 
neft representatives meeting with the Canadian gov- 
ernment in March. But a third well-placed source, 
familiar with sanctions planning, confirmed to Reu- 
ters the decision to exclude both Chemezov and Se- 
chin was made because of Canada’s commercial inter- 
ests. 

Rosneft, through its RN Cardium Oil Inc. Subsidi- 
ary, owns 30 percent of Exxon Mobil Corp’s Harmat- 
tan acreage in the Cardium formation near Sundrie, 
Alberta , where it is learning the horizontal drilling 
and fracturing techniques that have revolutionized the 
North American oil industry. 

According to an April 18, 2012 CBC news story the 
venture could see the investment of over $500 billion 
US in exploring for and producing oil in Russia. 

The National Energy Board has estimated the Car- 
dium formation holds about 10.6 billion barrels of 
oil, but it is contained in dense rock which newly- 
developed technologies may have the potential to ex- 
ploit. 

Rosneft’s investment in Alberta could help it de- 
velop technologies for exploiting unconventional oil 
reservoirs in Russia. 

Rosneft does not have its own technology for deep 
sea drilling, so it needed a partner to develop the off- 
shore projects. Exxon already has experience drilling 
in Canada’s Arctic. 

Exxon now gets access to the Russian Arctic, and 
Black Sea. 

Since its annexation of Crimea Russia has laid 
claims to a huge swath of approximately 10,000 
square kilometres of oil and gas reserves in the Black 
Sea that belong to Ukraine under international law. 
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Canadians clash at 
Manitoba legislature 


By Alexandra Paul, Winnipeg Free Press, May 11, 2014 

Russian and Ukrainian Canadians clashed briefly on the steps of the 
Manitoba Legislature on Saturday afternoon (May 11) after a pro-Rus- 
sian rally erupted in a shouting match with Ukraine supporters waving 
gigantic Ukrainian blue and yellow flags. 

With both sides shouting each other down in the Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian languages, observers were left to find supporters willing to translate 
the conflict into English. 

“They’re saying something like ‘Shame, shame.’ They called us fas- 
cists,” one Ukrainian supporter shouted over the roar of Ukrainian chants. 

Russian supporters insisted they meant no harm. 

_Irena Motnenko said she was the one who called the Ukrainians “fas- 
cists.” 

She said the rally was intended as a remembrance of the Russians who 
died in the Second World War, but she also made it clear she and other 
members of Winnipeg’s Russian community see Ukraine as part of Rus- 
sia. To Motnenko, pro-Ukrainian nationalists in Canada and Ukraine are 
the separatists, not the other way around. 

“They do not allow us to voice our opinions. That’s not fair in a dem- 
ocracy,” Motnenko said. 

The rally was touted on social media as a Victory Day parade. Although 
these are held in Moscow every year to mark the end of the Second World 
War, this was the first time members of Winnipeg’s Russian community 
staged a similar event here. 

Many Russians sported the Remembrance Day poppy but it was the 
presence of the St. George ribbon, with its bold black and orange stripes, 
pinned on T-shirts and polo shirts that inflamed tempers. For weeks, pro- 
Russian Ukrainians have been seen wearing the St. George’s ribbon in 
violent clashes now going on in eastern Ukraine. 

“Tt offends me, because the people who are wearing the same ribbons 
in the Ukraine are killing people, they’re taking hostages. If they weren’t 
wearing these ribbons I would have no issue,” Ukrainian community 
member Ivan Marynovsky said. 

Beyond the ribbons, Ukrainians voiced the suspicion the Winnipeg 
rally was part of a broader propaganda campaign orchestrated from Mos- 
cow to show President Vladimir Putin’s Russian expansion plans have 
support from around the world. 

A Russian community member at the rally confirmed the St. George’s 
ribbons in Winnipeg had been supplied through Russia’s Canadian Em- 
bassy. 

«І never thought this would come to Canada. It’s one thing to debate it 
online. It’s another thing to take it to the streets and show it on cameras. 
It can be used as propaganda against Ukrainians, that the Russian com- 
munity in Winnipeg supports the invasion in Ukraine. I guarantee it will 
be on Russia Today tomorrow,” Marynovsky said. 

Russia Today, better known by its initials RT, is a gigantic Russia- 
based television network that broadcasts around the world. 

There were supporters at the rally, perhaps not wanting to politicize 
the event, who wore only the familiar poppy. Many of them also carried 
flowers. 

“T believe the St. George ribbon represents Victory Day, but that was 
before the Ukraine. I’m not wearing one because a lot of people on my 
social network pointed out it’s a symbol of something that is disrespect- 
ful, so I made a choice not to wear опе. We’re not here to antagonize 
anyone. We’re here to remember our great-grandfather,” a woman who 
gave her name only as Galina said. 

Ukrainian supporters outnumbered Russians by about three to one, 
with perhaps 200 people in total crowding the steps of the legislature at 
about 2 p.m. Russian supporters quickly moved to the cenotaph on Me- 
morial Boulevard, where they'd planned to finish anyway. 

Meanwhile, the main community organization representing the Rus- 
sian community in Winnipeg, the Manitoba Russian Cultural and Educa- 
tional Centre, chose to avoid the parade. 

“We should remember that we are Canadians, members of а multi- 
cultural society and have to respect each other,” Dmitriy Shishkin, the 
president of the Russian Centre, wrote in an email to the Free Press. 

“To bring all that turmoil going on in Ukraine right now to Canada is 
the (last thing) we want to do,” Shishkin said. 

“Lives lost in the last months in Kyiv, Donbas and Odesa are the ter- 
rible price paid by ordinary people for the political ambitions of some 
politicians.” 


UCC rejects separatist referendum 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) issued the 
following statement on the so-called “referendum” in Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk, Ukraine: : 

“The world community must join Canada and the United States in re- 
jecting the results of today’s so-called referendums staged in some parts 
of eastern Ukraine. Й 

“The balloting was a sham and a ham-fisted attempt by pro-Russian, 
Kremlin-backed separatists to divide Ukraine,” stated UCC National 
President Paul Grod. “We have witnessed reports of many thousands of 
pre-marked ballots, no voters lists and intimidation. Today’s poll was il- 
legal and illegitimate and must be rejected.” 

“The referenda held in parts of Luhansk and Donetsk by armed separa- 
tist groups are illegal under Ukrainian law and are an attempt to create 
further division and disorder, The referenda violated international law 
and the results of these illegal referenda cannot be recognized.” he added. 
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Фейкові «референдуми» є 
політичною аферою Кремля| меморандум миру і злагоди 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Більшість, яку раніше складали в 
парламенті прихильники Партії регіонів, 
скасувала місцеві референдуми в Україні 
ще у 2012 році. 3 їхньої ініціативи 
тоді ухвалили нове законодавство, що 
передбачає лише всеукраїнський  ре- 
ферендум. Цей закон піддали критиці 1 
незалежні українські експерти, і західні 
фахівці. Нинішня ж влада у рамках 
децентралізації обіцяє передати місцевим 
громадам право на проведення локальних 
референдумів. 

Однак проросійськи налаштовані сили 
і сепаратисти на Донбасі не стали чекати 
на децентралізацію і чергові зміни за- 
конодавства, запропоновані Києвом. 11 
травня в окремих населених пунктах До- 
неччини і Луганщини проведено так зва- 
ний «референдум» щодо створення неза- 
лежних «Донецької народної республіки» 
i («Луганської народної республіки». 
Центральна влада у Києві, як 1 держави 
Євросоюзу, США та інші країни не виз- 
нали його результати. 

У Раді національної безпеки й оборони 
України так званий «Донбаський рефе- 
рендум» порівняли з політичною аферою, 
а натхненником вважають Кремль. Про 
це напередодні заявив секретар РНБО 
Андрій Парубій. 

«Це політична афера, політична акція, 
яка була проголошена з виключно пропа- 
гандистською метою, яка була координо- 
вана з боку Російської Федерації», - на- 
голосив він. 

А Центральна виборча комісія погрожує 
кримінальними провадженнями проти 
ініціаторів так званого «референдуму» 
на Донбасі. Про це на брифінгу 12 трав- 
ня заявив заступник голови Центральної 
виборчої комісії Андрій Магера. 

«Дії, які імітовані 11 травня на 
територіях окремих місцевостей 
Донецької та Луганської областей, не 
мають ніякого відношення до референ- 
думного процесу i до способу вираження 
волі українського народу. Тому відповідні 
дії не мають жодних правових наслідків. 
І відтак, я гадаю, що тут питання більше 
до правоохоронних органів і силових 
структур - їм треба вживати заходів до 
того, чи мали ці дії ознаки діянь, спрямо- 
ваних на повалення конституційного ладу 
і захоплення державної влади. Я думаю, 
що саме таким чином слід кваліфікувати 
подібні дії», - заявив Магера на брифінгу. 

Організатори «Донбаського референ- 
думу», тим не менше, не прислухають- 
ся до позиції Києва і готові до процесу 
«розлучення» Донбасу з Україною. Про 
це російським журналістам неодноразо- 
во заявляв так званий «народний губер- 
натор Донеччини» Павло Губарев. Що- 
правда, наразі він говорить лише про 
самостійність Донбасу, по допомогу до 
Росії обіцяє не звертатись і звинувачує 
найбагатшу людину України, донецько- 
го бізнесмена Ріната Ахметова у підкупі 
сепаратистів. 


У Росії ж так звані «референду- 
ми» у Криму і Донбасі порівнюють 13 
тим, який запланований на 18 вересня 
у Шотландії. Принаймні, голова Ради 
федерацій Державної думи Росії Вален- 
тина Матвієнко сказала про спільні риси 
між «волевиявленнями» мешканців на- 
званих територій. 

Порівняння «референдумів» на Донбасі 
і у Шотландії не витримують ніякої кри- 
тики, тому що волевиявлення під дулом 
автомата по суті протилежне справжньо- 
му народному волевиявленню. Так вважає 
координатор Комітету патріотичних сил 
Донбасу Дмитро Ткаченко. 

«Відповідно, у Британії ми маємо мир- 
ну ситуацію і демократичні процедури 
підготовки шотландців до референдуму. 
У цьому й полягає корінна відмінність 
між «референдумом», який донбаські се- 
паратисти провели у неділю, і тим, який 
готують шотландці. Адже на Донбасі «ре- 
ферендум» проводили під тиском», — по- 
яснив Ткаченко у розмові з Радіо Свобо- 
да. 

Із ним згоден директор Лабораторії 
законодавчих ініціатив | Ігор Когут, 
який кваліфікує псевдореферендум на 
Донбасі як посягання на повалення 
конституційного ладу в Україні. 

«Референдуми» на Сході України, 
по-перше, дуже мало спільного мають 
з правовим полем, з легітимністю. На 
Донбасі, відповідно, не було офіційно 
сформованих комісій, спостереження, 
ніхто не може верифікувати (підтвердити) 
результати i так далі. A з точки зору об- 
ставин, то я погано уявляю референдум у 
Шотландії, котрий відбувається під дула- 
ми автоматів. У принципі, як я розумію, 
і рух до певної автономії й незалежності 
Шотландії є політичним мирним проце- 
com. У Донбасі ж ми маємо справу з теро- 
ристами, які тероризують всю територію 
регіону», - зазначив експерт у коментарі 
для Радіо Свобода. 

Українські експерти наголошують на 
тому, що навряд чи при проведенні ре- 
ферендуму у Шотландії ті, хто воліє 
відокремитися від Великобританії, будуть 
спотворювати результати волевиявлен- 
ня, використовуючи неправдиві дані про 
кількість голосуючих 1 отримані результа- 
ти. 

Виконувач обов'язків президента, го- 
лова Верховної Ради України Олександр 
Турчинов заявив, що на Донеччині у 
«референдумі» брали участь близько 24 
відсотків населення, на Луганщині - тро- 
хи більше як 32 відсотки. 

Тим часом, ініціатори  створен- 
ня Донецької і Луганської «народних 
республік» заявили, що активність гро- 
мадян на так званому «референдумі» у 
Луганській області склала більш як 80 
відсотків, а у Донецькій області понад 
71 відсоток. При цьому, за твердженням 
сепаратистів, майже 90 відсотків грома- 
дян висловилися за «незалежність» цих 
двох областей. 


Голова комітету Конгресу назвав референдум 
«визнанням слабкості» сепаратистів 


(Голос Америки) -Визнанням 
слабкості сепаратистів назвав проведення 
«референдуму» на сході України голова 
Комітету Палати представників Конгресу 
США із закордонних справ конгресмен- 
республіканець Ед Ройс. Про це йдеться 
у повідомленні на сайті комітету. 

«Сьогоднішній | референдум на 
підконтрольних сепаратистам територіях 
у східній Україні є не тільки нелегальним, 
але і визнанням слабкості сепаратистів. 
Навітьзасильноїпідтримкизбоку Москви, 
сепаратисти виявились неспроможними 
захопити більші території, чи отримати 
підтримку місцевого населення для 
свої планів. Опитування громадської 
думки свідчать, що лише меншість 


виступає за анексакцію Росією. Як я на 
власні очі переконався в ході поїздки 
до Дніпропетровська три тижні тому, 
більшість українців на сході мають намір 
брати участь у виборах президента 25-го 
травня», — йдеться у заяві. 

Ед Ройс, який три тижні тому побував 
на сході України у складі двопартійної 
делегації також вважає, що вибори 
президента є надзвичайно важливими 
для майбутнього України, i що США та 
їх союзники мають агресивно працювати, 
щоб забезпечити їх успіх. 

«Україна перебуває у стані кризи і 
потребує повної та постійної підтримки 
адміністрації Барака Обами», - відзначив 
законодавець. 
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Верховна Рада ухвалила 


(Радіо Свобода) -Верховна Рада ухвали- 
ла меморандум миру і злагоди. «За» про- 
голосували 252 народні депутати. Фракції 
Комуністичної партії України і «Свободи» 
не голосували за запропонований документ. 

Пункт стосовно закріплення в 
Конституції статусу російської та інших 
мов після консультацій та погоджен- 
ня тексту документа ухвалили в такій 
редакції: «Разом із конституційним ста- 
тусом української мови як державної 
Верховна Рада України забезпечить га- 
рантування статусу російської мови. Дер- 
жава також гарантуватиме підтримку мов 
національних меншин у місцях їх ком- 
пактного проживання». 

Документ також передбачає підтримку 
повернення військовослужбовців, 
задіяних в антитерористичній операції, у 
місця їхньої постійної дислокації за умо- 


ви звільнення заручників і захоплених 
адміністративних будівель, а також скла- 
дання зброї незаконно створеними зброй- 
ними формуваннями. 

Парламент гарантував амністію учас- 
никам акцій протесту за умови звільнення 
будівель і складання зброї (за винятком 
осіб, що скоїли особливо тяжкі злочини). 


Меморандум також передбачає 
гарантію забезпечення невідкладного 
проведення конституційної реформи, 


в основу якої буде покладено принцип 
децентралізації державної влади. 

Рада зобов'язалася ухвалити закон про 
місцеві референдуми, провести широко- 
масштабну судову реформу й реформу 
правоохоронних органів (зокрема шля- 
хом позбавлення прокуратури функції 
загального нагляду), а також створити 
національний антикорупційний орган. 


Турчинов хоче заборонити 
Компартію через суд 


Олена Ремовська, Радіо Свобода 

Олександр Турчинов хоче заборони- 
ти Компартію через суд: 18 травня ви- 
конувач обов'язків президента України 
заявив, що надіслав листа у Міністерство 
юстиції з проханням перевірити фак- 
ти антиконституційної, як він сказав, 
діяльності КПУ. У самій політсилі наміри 
нового керівництва «держави  вважа- 
ють політичною розправою. А експер- 
ти застерігають: заборона партії, яка 
має значну підтримку у нинішній зоні 
конфлікту - на сході і півдні України 
- може лише поглибити суспільно- 
політичну кризу. 

Вперше свій намір ініціювати забо- 
рону Комуністичної партії України ви- 
конувач обов'язків президента і спікер 
Верховної Ради Олександр Турчинов 
озвучив на засіданні парламенту мину- 
лого тижня. Тоді під час виступу Петра 
Симоненка Турчинов попросив вимкнути 
мікрофон лідера фракції комуністів через 
заяви останнього про нібито розстріл у 
Маріуполі особового складу міськвідділу 
міліції, скоєний, за словам лідера КПУ, 
учасниками антитерористичної операції. 
Турчинов звинуватив Симоненка у брехні 
і повідомив, що має докази співучасті 
комуністів в організації сепаратистської 
діяльності. 

18 травня виконувач обов'язків прези- 
дента підтвердив свій намір. «Я підписав 
офіційного листа на Міністерство юстиції 
України, де пропоную міністру негай- 
но розглянути всі матеріали, які надані 
Службою безпеки України, Генеральною 
прокуратурою України щодо незаконної, 
антиконституційної діяльності 
Комуністичної партії України. Я пере- 
конаний, що український суд поставить 
крапку у цьому питанні», - наголосив 
Олександр Турчинов. 

Лідер Компартії ще після інциденту 
у Верховній Раді назвав наміри Турчи- 
нова політичною розправою «за прав- 
ду». «Сьогодні представники націонал- 
фашистського | режиму намагаються 


заборонити Компартію, бо вони вже 
реально розуміють: триває руйнування 
територіальної цілісності країни, і саме 
вони все це зробили», - заявив Петро Си- 
моненко. 

Опитані Радіо Свобода експерти не ви- 
ключають, що силові відомства можуть 
мати докази зв'язків когось із комуністів 
із проросійськими сепаратистами. Однак, 
на думку політолога Ігоря Рейтеровича, 
відповідальність перед законом мають не- 
сти ці конкретні люди, а не вся політична 
сила, обрана на виборах до складу парла- 
менту. 

«Якби силові структури задокументу- 
вали всі ці порушення, які йдуть урозріз 
з чинним законодавством, тоді окре- 
мих депутатів можна позбавляти депу- 
татства і притягувати до кримінальної 
відповідальності», - каже він. 

Сам політолог сумнівається | в 
актуальності заборони Компартії, бо 
вважає, що це - остаточно, а не тимчасо- 
во - треба було зробити ще у 1991 році. 
Нині ж, у період кризи на сході України, 
заборона однієї з партій, що користу- 
ються популярністю серед учасників 
проросійських мітингів, лише загострить 
ситуацію. Таку думку в коментарі Радіо 
Свобода висловив директор Інституту 
аналізу і менеджменту політики Руслан 


Бортник. 
«Схід 1 південь втратять останнє 
фактично політичне 0 представництво. 


Партія регіонів їх уже не представляє, а 
комуністи ще хоча б якось відображають 
той спектр думок, що існують у цих 
регіонах. Такий крок, безумовно, призве- 
де до того, що ці комуністи будуть прово- 
кувати радикальніші форми протистоян- 
ня, а ресурси - i людські, і фінансові - у 
комуністів є», - вважає експерт. 

За словами політолога, у суспільства 
завжди лишається демократичний спосіб 
вказати тій чи іншій політичній силі, що 
їй місця у подальшому державотворенні 
немає. I цей спосіб - парламентські 
вибори. 


Мін'юст звернувся до Генпрокуратури і 
СБУ про розслідування діяльності КПУ 


(Радіо Свобода) Міністерство юстиції 
після доручення в.о. президента Олек- 
сандра Турчинова направило запити до 
Генеральної прокуратури та СБУ, в яких 
просить провести розслідування мож- 
ливих кримінальних злочинів з боку 
керівництва Компартії України. 

«Ми нині у тісному зв'язку з правоохо- 
ронцями збираємо доказову базу і якнайш- 
видше подаватимемо відповідні позови 
після отримання повного обсягу документів 
від Генпрокуратури та СБУ», - повідомив 
глава Мін'юсту Павло Петренко 19 травня. 


На уточнювальне запитання 
журналістів, чи буде це позов на забо- 
рону повної діяльності КПУ, міністр 
відповів: «Згідно із законом про політичні 
партії, у Міністерства юстиції у разі, 
коли надходять матеріали від правоохо- 
ронних органів, є можливість зверну- 
тися з позовом про ліквідацію тієї чи 
іншої політичної партії або громадського 
об'єднання, яке порушує закон і фактич- 
но провадить діяльність, спрямовану на 
дії, що загрожують суверенітету та дер- 
жавному устрою». 
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Authorities provided voting 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukrainian authorities made every effort 
to allow citizens in Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts to vote despite the violence perpe- 
trated by pro-Russian separatists which 
closed several voting station, says the head 
of the 12-member Canadian Delegation to 
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Election 
Observation Mission. 

Speaking with Canadian media at a tele- 
conference from Kharkiv, after the polls 
closed May 25, James Bezan (CPC, Selkirk- 
Interlake), said authorities arranged to have 
voting lists and ballot boxes transferred to 
stations that were open so people could tray- 
el there and vote. 

There were also bomb threats in Kharkiv 
located just north of Luhansk and Donetsk, 
including one at a hospital polling station, 
but voting there proceeded peacefully. 

The night before a pro-Ukraine rally was 
also peacefully held. 

Bezan said that while Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has said he will respect the 
results of Ukraine’s election “we'll believe it 
when we see it”. 

“He has reversed himself so many times 
over the last few months. Says one thing 
and does exactly the opposite. But despite 
his rhetoric and hypocrisy, we want him to 
start working with Ukraine and respecting 
Ukraine, as well as their international re- 
sponsibilities, treaties that they (Russians) 
have signed, including returning Crimea to 
Ukraine as defined under at least four dif- 
ferent treaties as well as the UN and inter- 
national law,” he added. 

The other MPs in Canada’s OSCE delega- 
tion include: Chris Warkentin (CPC, Peace 
River),;Ted Opitz (CPC, Etobicoke Centre); 
Stella Ambler (CPC, Mississauga South); 
Wladislaw Lizon (CPC, Mississauga East- 
Cooksville); Lawrence Toet (CPC, Elm- 
wood-Transcona), . David Christopherson 
(NDP, Hamaitton, Centre); Duncan (NDP, 
Edmonton-Sttathcona); Peggy Nash (NDP, 
Parkdale-High Park); Latendresse (NDP, 


Louis-Saint-Laurent); Chrystia Freeland 
(LIB, Toronto Centre); and Kevin Lamou- 
reux (LIB, Winnipeg North). 

Another МР, Peter Goldring (CPC Edmon- 
ton-East) is one of 39 long-term observers 
who are members of the Canadian bilateral 
election observation mission organized by 
the Canadian Election Observation Missions 
(CANEOM) and headed by Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk and former Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris. 

Goldring is on a month-long mission man- 
dated by the Department of International 
Affairs to investigate the impediments Cri- 
means face in voting. He will be returning to 
Canada on June 2 with a report. 

Goldring, who comprises a team of his 
own, while the other 38 long-term observ- 
ers are partnered, says one of the innovations 
CANEOM has pioneered is using tablets. 

“We are able to record instantly after we 
do a poll to the collector people so they have 
instant information. We’re not faxing theses 
report. We actually have tablets that have the 
full checking points on them and we push 
a button and it goes immediately,” he told 
Ukrainian News in a telephone interview 
from Kherson, where he is based, May 24. 

Kherson is located on the Ukrainian main- 
land, just across the border from the Crimean 
peninsula. 

CANEOM deployed 143 short-term elec- 
tion observers May 22 to join the 39 long-term 
observers who arrived in late April. Canada 
had total of 350 observers for the first round, 
the rest being part of the OSCE mission. The 
government had committed to 500 should a 
second round have been necessary. 

“Canada has supported Ukraine’s demo- 
cratic development from the day it declared 
independence. This election comes at a 
pivotal moment in that process,” said And- 
reychuk. “The new government will have a 
tremendous task ahead of it. Our responsibil- 


ify is to observe, record and report whether 
the election is consistent with Ukrainian law 


and meets international standards.” 


Baird congratulates Ukrainians 


(UkrNews)—Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird on May 25 congratulated Ukrain- 
ians for coming out to vote in the crucial 
presidential elections. 

“The long lines of people who came out 
to vote in these elections are an undeniable 
affirmation of how deeply Ukrainians value 
freedom and democracy, and demonstrate a 
clear commitment to building a better future, 
free from Russian-sponsored subversion and 
violence. Canada will continue to work with 
the Ukraine government to help restore the 
country’s economic and political stability. 

“These elections were not without their 
challenges. Pro-Russian separatists and their 
supporters tried, unsuccessfully, to use vio- 


lence and intimidation as a political strategy 
to prevent them from taking place in certain 
parts of Eastern Ukraine. We condemn these 
actions and call on all parties to respect the 
electoral process and refrain from further 
violence, particularly during this crucial per- 
iod while results are being processed. 

“Canada has a long and proud history of 
providing election observers to ensure that 
elections are consistent with international 
democratic standards. To that end, Canada is 
pleased to have contributed to efforts in sup- 
port of democracy, which included sending 
hundreds of Canadian observers to monitor 
and report on Ukraine’s presidential elec- 
tion,” he added. 


Yatsenyuk urges voters to “defend Ukraine” 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—On the eve of the 
May 25 presidential election, Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk urged Ukrainians to par- 
ticipate in order to “defend Ukraine.” 

Yatsenyuk, in a statement on May 24, told 
Ukrainians they have a responsibility to vote 
despite threats by “bandits sponsored from 
abroad” to disrupt the election. 

Yatsenyuk added he was sure the winner of 
the election will make a priority of signing a 
key political and free trade agreement with 
the European Union. 

He said the vote will be an expression “of 
the will of Ukrainians from the west, east, 
north and south.” 


Press date delayed for election 
Ukrainian News delayed its regular Thursday 
night press date and Friday mailing for a Sun- 
day press run and Monday mailing in order 
to report on the election results. Because Sat- 
urday and Sunday are not working days, this 
only means a one-day delay in postal delivery. 


Yatseniuk collects his ballot papers during 
voting in Kyiv. 


hm 


Part of a group that numbered 2,000 people, including armed pro-Russian gunmen, stand 
outside billionaire Rinat Akhmetov’s house in Donetsk. 


Poroshenko declares victory 


Cont. from P. 1 
nessed “no particular problems.” 

The vote came with pro-Russian separa- 
tists in control of much of two eastern re- 
gions. 

The country’s Central Election Commis- 
sion said that by the scheduled end of voting, 
8:00 p.m. Kyiv time, national turnout stood 
at more than 60 percent. 

Long queues were reported during the day 
at some polling stations in the capital and in 
western Ukraine. Authorities said turnout in 
the Kyiv region was 68.5 percent and more 
than 76 percent in the western Lviv region. 

However, in the separatist region of Don- 
etsk, only a fraction of the stations were 
open, and none in the city of Donetsk itself, 
where separatists publicly smashed Баї- 
lot boxes, seized or blocked the offices of 
around half of the election commissions, 
in some cases kidnapping and intimidating 
election officials. 

In the neighboring region of Luhansk, of- 
ficials said only two of the 12 polling dis- 
tricts held elections. 

Luhansk and Donetsk declared independ- 
ence after referendums on May 11. 

Earlier on May 25, acting Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk warned: “All attempts to 
wreck the election made by Russia and Rus- 
sian-funded terrorists are bound to fail.” 

Kyiv accuses Moscow of backing the sep- 
aratists. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
vowed to respect the outcome of the vote and 
work with the new Ukrainian administration. 

Putin had no immediate reaction to the 
result of the presidential vote in Ukraine, 
instead focusing on an ice-hockey world- 
championship game featuring the Russian 
team in Belarus. 


Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimea region 
in March after a disputed referendum there. 

Eighteen candidates competed in the 
presidential poll. 

The refusal of Moscow-backed President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s to sign the deal trig- 
gered months of mass protests that ended 
when he fled to Russia in February. 

More than 1,000 OSCE observers checked 
polling stations and vote counts across the 
country, outside of Donetsk and Luhansk. 

The ballot took place despite weeks of 
fighting in the eastern regions, where the 
rebels had vowed to block the ballot in the 
east, but the voting took place largely with- 
out reports of violence. 

In Donetsk, hundreds of pro-Russian sep- 
aratists, including some masked gunmen, 
gathered outside the walled home of indus- 
trialist Rinat Akhmetov on election day, 
reportedly threatening to “nationalize” his 
property. 

Akhmetoyv, a coal and steel billionaire, had 
urged people to vote and accused the separa- 
tists of actions that could lead to “genocide.” 

Akhmetov’s suburban residence is pro- 


tected by armed security guards. 
Akhmetoyv, whose businesses employ 


about 300,000 people, had encouraged his 
workers to take part in peace rallies in the 
past few days against the separatists and in 
favor of Ukrainian unity. 

According to reports in the Ukrainian 
media, a man was killed in a shootout with 
Ukrainian security forces in the eastern part 
of the country on election day. 

Interfax-Ukraine news agency quoted 
Deputy Interior Minister Serhiy Yarovoy as 
saying the shooting took place after “armed 
separatists” seized ballot papers at Novoay- 
dar, north of the regional capital, Luhansk. 


Who 18 Petro 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—Petro Poroshenko, whose 
fortune is estimated at some $1.3 billion, is 
one of the richest men in Ukraine and best 
known as the owner of the popular Roshen 
brand of chocolates. But the 48-year-old 
future president is also a savvy and experi- 
enced politician, who has held ministerial 
posts in several of Ukraine’s governments in 
the past 15 years. 

In 2000, Poroshenko was a founding mem- 
ber of the Party of Regions, the political ma- 
chine that brought ousted President Viktor 
Yanukovych to power. A year later, however, 
Poroshenko broke ranks with President Leo- 
nid Kuchma and became a leading supporter 
and financial backer of Viktor Yushchenko’s 
Our Ukraine party. 

He backed the Orange Revolution in 2004- 
05 and served in Yushchenko’s government. 
In 2009-10, he was foreign minister. 

Poroshenko was named trade and econom- 
ic-development minister under President 
Yanukovych in 2012. He held the post for 
eight months before returning to parliament 
as an independent deputy from the central 
city of Vinnytsya. Although he is believed to 
have financially supported the Euromaidan 
protests, he did not play a leading role in the 
demonstrations. 


Poroshenko? 


Perhaps the high point of Poroshenko’s 
performance in the latest political crisis 
came on March 12. 

That night, Poroshenko visited the Cri- 
mean capital, Simferopol, in a quixotic bid 
to prevent the peninsula from holding a ref- 
erendum on joining Russia. A widely seen 
amateur video showed the stoic Poroshenko 
walking through the dark streets of the city 
being hounded by hundreds of chanting, pro- 
Russian demonstrators. 

That night in Simferopol may have ele- 
vated Poroshenko to the front ranks in the 
eyes of many Ukrainians, according to An- 
dreas Umland, associate professor of polit- 
ical science at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, “Him 


being chased by these pro-Russia militiamen 


or Russian soldiers — that, perhaps, played 
arole in making him look credible and a ser- 
ious politician and not just an oligarch,” he 
said. 

Poroshenko has been a consistent support- 
er of Ukraine’s integration with the European 
Union, and he gained public sympathy when 
Russia embargoed his Roshen chocolates in 
a trade war targeted against him. When he 
was foreign minister, Poroshenko advocated 
Ukraine’s NATO membership, although he 
did not make that position part of his presi- 
dential campaign. 


Citing sources within the gov- 
ernment, Reuters on May 16 broke 
the story that Canada left two key 
allies of Russian dictator Vladimir 
Putin off its sanctions list — even 
though they were on the US list — 
because of Canadian commercial 
interests. 

This, despite Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper’s statement in March 
that “we will not shape our foreign 
policy to commercial interests”. 

When this point was raised in 
the House of Commons by NDP 
members Christine Moore and Paul 
Dewar, the party’s Foreign Affairs 
Critic, they were brushed aside 
by Deepak Obhrai, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of For- 
eign Affairs who replied: “Canada 
has one of the strongest sanction 
regimes in the world. This has been 
coordinated with our allies to tar- 
get key individuals and entities to 


isolate Russia politically and eco- 
nomically. Our sanctions are de- 
signed to punish the Putin regime 
and bring economic pressure on 
Russia for its illegal occupation of 
Ukraine.” 

If that is the case, why are they 
not being applied on two individ- 
uals who own business in two sec- 
tors that are most critical not only 
to Russia’s economy, but also to its 
war machine — oil and gas and the 
aerospace industry. 

The two men in question are 
Sergei Chemezoy, who heads state- 
owned industrial and defense con- 
glomerate Rostec, and Igor Sechin, 
CEO of oil giant Rosneft. 

Chermezov’s Rostec has a 
$3.4-billion (U.S.) contract with 
Canada’s Bombardier to buy up 
to 100 Q400 NextGen turboprops. 
And those won’t even be built in 
Canada, but in Ulyanovsk, a city 


Hoorayfor PrinceCharles 


Prince Charles has created an international uproar when, during a visit 
to the Museum of Canadian Immigration in Halifax he compared Vladi- 
mir Putin to Adolph Hitler in a private conversation with one of the mu- 


seum’s volunteers. 


The Daily Mail reported that Marienne Ferguson in talking with the 
Prince of Wales said her Jewish family fled to Canada from Poland when 
she was young, but that other relatives failed to flee before the German 
army arrived in Gdansk in 1939. To which Charles then said to her: 


"2 And now Putin is doing just about the same as Hitler, 


annexation of Crimea in Ukraine. 
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referring to the 


Some commentators criticized the prince for stepping into political 
issues, with some even suggesting that he should step aside as heir to the 


throne. 


This is utter nonsense. What the prince said was in a private conversa- 
tion — it was not a public statement. And everyone — even an heir to the 
throne — has the right to their private opinions. 

What’s more, what he said is absolutely true. And he’s not the only one 
who has made that comparison. Both former U.S. Secretary of State and 
First Lady Hilary Clinton and our own Prime Minister Stephen Harper 


have done so. 


That’s because in annexing Crimea, Putin did the same thing as Hitler 
did in annexing Austria and the Sudetenland in 1938. In both cases the 
pretext was the supposed and completely untrue oppression of ethnic 
Germans or Russians. And just as Hitler used provocations as a pretext 
to invade Poland with the full force of his might, so Putin has used pro- 
vocations to invade Ukraine with his special operatives masquerading as 


pro-Russian separatists. 


So, hooray for Prince Charles. Hooray for telling it like it is. And if 
Russia is furious about his statement, then that’s perfectly understand- 


able. After all — the truth hurts. 


amen 
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Editorials 


about 900 kilometres southeast of 
Moscow. 

Thus, not only will this free up 
more factories in Russia to produce 
military planes, Canada will also 
be providing Russia with state-of- 
the art technology that it may use 
for military purposes. 

Sechin’s Rosneft, meanwhile, 
through its RN Cardium Oil Inc. 
Subsidiary, owns 30 percent of 
Exxon Mobil Corp’s Harmattan 
acreage in the Cardium formation 
near Sundrie, Alberta. 

Please note that Exxon is not a 
Canadian company, but an Amer- 
ican one and Sechin is on the U.S. 
sanctions list. 

But the most disturbing aspect 
of the Cardium deal is that through 
it Rosneft will have the opportun- 
ity to learn the horizontal drilling 
and fracturing techniques that have 
revolutionized the North American 
oil industry. This will allow Rus- 
sia to obtain even more oil and gas 
money — which is what fuels its war 
machine and allows the country to 
blackmail neighbours like Ukraine 
and even the European Union. 

Russian gas prices have abso- 
lutely no relation to market reality, 
but are used strictly for political 
ends. This is borne out by the fact 
that Russia charges Ukraine almost 
twice as much for its gas than it 
charge European Union members, 
which in turn is much more than 
they yet undisclosed price it will 
charge China, which took advan- 
tage of Russia’s current economic 
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Sechin and Chemezov must be included on sanctions list 
Entire sectors too should be sanctioned instead of just individuals 


woes to pull off a little blackmail of 
its own under the new deal. Frank- 
ly, if Europe and Ukraine man- 
age to develop alternative sources 
of gas, Russia may find itself at 
China’s mercy, which would be 
very fitting justice. 

An even more disturbing aspect 
of Exxon’s love affair with the Pu- 
tin regime is its agreement to de- 
velop offshore oil and gas both in 
the Arctic and the Black Sea. As 
far as the Black Sea is concerned 
— the first question which arises is 
— where in the Black Sea? Will it 
be in the offshore basins of Kuban 
that are internationally recognized 
as Russia’s, or will it be in the 
100,000 square kilometre offshore 
basin that Russia has claimed as its 
own following the annexation of 
Crimea, but which rightfully be- 
longs to Ukraine under internation- 
al law? 

If it is in the Crimean basin, then 
no company based in a country that 
does not recognize the legality of 
Russia’s annexation of Crime has 
the legal right to enter into any 
kind of joint venture with Rus- 
sia to develop that basin. But then 
again — by providing Russia with 
the knowledge and equipment to 
drill in offshore basins, any West- 
em company that does this kind of 
business with Russia will be help- 
ing the Russians exploit the Cri- 
mean basin all on their own — and 
who is going to stop them? 

That is why Canada should ex- 
tend its sanctions list to include 
both Sechin and Chemezoy. But is 
even that enough? Bombardier has 
pointed out that it can do business 


with Rostec regardless of whether 
Chemezov is sanctioned because it 
is Chemezoy not Rostec that is be- 
ing sanctioned. 

All this goes to show that Western 
democracies have to expand their 
sanction to include not only indi- 
viduals in Russia, but entire eco- 
nomic sectors — especially those 
like oil and gas, mineral extraction, 
military technology, the aerospace 
industry, and others that feed Pu- 
tin’s war machine and oppressive 
dictatorship. And this should be 
done without succumbing to local 
business lobbies. Why? Because it 
will make Russia an economic lep- 
er everyone will be afraid to touch. 
To some degree Russia has already 
made itself an undesirable country 
as far as investment climate is con- 
cerned. But if more companies are 
made to feel the pain because of 
their dealings with Russia, this will 
accelerate the process of economic 
leprosy. And if the Russian econ- 
omy starts collapsing because in- 
vestment dries up, then the Russian 
people themselves may start ques- 
tioning their leadership. As long as 
Russia insists upon reviving its im- 
perial ambitions and suppressing 
the human rights of its own citizens 
then it will remain an international 
pariah. Economic pressure must be 
applied in order to enforce a regime 
change because only when Russia 
becomes a civilized state that re- 
spects the sovereignty of its neigh- 
bours and the human rights of its 
own citizens can the world become 
a safer place. And that will never 
happen as long as Putin remains in 
power. 


Ukraine’s Passion 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

“My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” Jesus cried. 
Ukrainians know a similar agony. 

Over Easter I thought on 
ЮКктаїпе'5 Passion. Conspired 
against by Vladimir Putin, a high 
priest of Russian revanchism and 
zealot who believes the Soviet 
Union’s collapse was the greatest 
geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th 
century, Ukraine’s crucifixion pro- 
ceeds. 

First Crimea, Ukraine’s garden, 
was captured by a braying crowd 
of thugs-for-hire and Russian sol- 
diers. Its indigenous people, Cri- 
mean Тагіаг5, are now persecuted, 
and Ukrainian speakers harassed — 
their exodus to the still-free lands 
of Ukraine already begun. 

Yet Ukraine was not undone by 
the philistine Putin alone. There 
was a Judas, Viktor Yanukovych. 
His betrayal complete, his “thirty 
pieces of silver’ palmed, this Is- 
cariot fled into the wilderness of 
Rostov-on-Don. Of no further use 
to Moscow — no state long harbours 
a traitor — he could soon be swing- 
ing off a scaffold in the steppes. He 
won’t be missed, nor mourned. 

Yanukovych’s treachery was 
not companionless. Many West- 
ern European deceivers prostituted 
themselves for the oozing lucre of 
the oligarchs, warming on Siberian 
gas while servicing Ivans, feign- 
ing obliviousness to the troubling 
shadows cast down from Ukraine- 
now-become-Golgotha. Thus we 
bear witness to perfidious Albion, 
the City’s temples bloated with 
moneylenders, hearing not the cock 
that crows, valuing only gold. And 
America — God save it — parades 
the Pilate of our age, a president 


washing his hands of responsibil- 
ity, intoning fine words while doing 
nothing to stop a slaughter he could 
have prevented. 

Even now Ukraine is being 
scourged by forces sent forth by 
the Kremlin’s Cain. So Ukrainian 
flesh, the meat of Abel, is rendered. 
The blood of innocent Ukrainians 
will stain Putin and his children’s 
children, forevermore — they will 
bear this century’s mark of Cain. 

Do not think what happens far 
away matters little here. As Rus- 
sian imperialists mutilate Ukraine 
so too they butcher Europe’s hope. 
Which nation hereafter can trust any 
other — having seen how allies are 
misled, how they turn a blind eye 
to the massacre of the lamb when 
it is more profitable to mollycoddle 
the bear. Wise counsel to those who 
hear: arm yourselves, trust no one, 
anticipate betrayal — for that is the 
legacy of Putin, the KGB man now 
president-in-perpetuity, whom Kir- 
ill, Patriarch of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church, hailed as a “miracle of 
God.” No god I know of. 

We have seen the Righteous stand 
and fall — most notably the "Неау- 
enly Hundred” murdered on Kyiv’s 
Euromaidan. Ukraine’s Jews and 
Crimean Tatars marshalled beside 
them, in common defence of the 
homeland. For doing so they are 
targeted. Paid dissemblers, whorish 
Western public relations firms, and 
Russian agents of influence, chal- 
lenge reports about a leaflet recent- 
ly circulated in Donetsk, obliging 
registration of all pro-Ukrainian 
Jews. We’re told this was a ruse, 
foisted by Ukrainian nationalists, 


calculated to impugn a genuinely 
pro-Russian movement in eastern 
Ukraine. I wish Ukrainians were 
that clever. 

So who crafted this protocol? 
Would any Russian be so vulgar 
or foolish to issue a blatantly anti- 
Jewish tract? Say “Da.” Don’t for- 
get that Russian ‘poet’ swaggering 
just outside the Donetsk syna- 
gogue, spewing on about “drown- 
ing all the kikes in Russian blood.” 
And what of the burning of Jewish 
and Ukrainian books by Russian 
goons in Crimea, on 7 January? No 
similar holocaust has soiled Europe 
since 10 May 1933, when Putin’s 
brown-shirted Nazi predecessors 
premiered this particular barbarity. 
And what about anti-Jewish graffiti 
smeared on synagogues in Simfer- 
opol and Sevastopol after the Rus- 
sian take-over? Or the 23 April de- 
facement of a Holocaust memorial, 
in Sevastopol? 

Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 

Just before the end our Lord 
said: “It is done.” Ukraine may 
soon be. Still I won’t despair. I 
know Christ’s cry signalled not de- 
feat but victory. Even if Ukraine is 
entombed there is, in my faith, the 
promise of Resurrection. So I be- 
lieve Ukraine will be again. And I 
know Mr Putin, his Moscow min- 
ions, and his Western apologists, 
all these latter-day Pharisees and 
Sadducees, will eventually be rec- 
ognized for who they are and de- 
nounced for what they do. They are 
fated to fail. Amen. 

Lubomyr Luciuk teaches political 
geography professor at the Royal 
Military College of Canada and is 
editor of Jews, Ukrainians and the 
Euromaidan (Kashtan Press, 2014). 
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Prime Minister Stephen Harper, his wife Laureen and Their Royal Highnesses The Prince of Wales and The 
Duchess of Cornwall make paper airplanes with local school children during Aerospace and Aviation Day in 


Manitoba. (PMO photo by Jill Thompson) 
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Prince Charles compares 
Putin to Hitler 


The royal visit to Canada has made headlines in 
Britain’s Daily Mail and other British media for what 
has been reported as a remark in which Prince Charles 


ister Nick Clegg defended the prince over his com- 
ments, saying it was “clearly a private conversation.” 
A spokesperson from Clarence House, the press of- 


likened Russian President Vladimir Putin to Adolf fice for the Royal Family, told CBC News it does not 


Hitler when talking to a woman who lost relatives in 
the Holocaust, reports CBC News. 

The Daily Mail reports museum volunteer Marienne 
Ferguson as saying her Jewish family fled to Canada 
from Poland when she was young, but that other rela- 
tives failed to flee before the German army arrived in 
Gdansk in 1939. 

It quotes Ferguson as saying she told Charles about 
her family background and how she came to Canada, 
and that Charles then said to her: “And now Putin is 
doing just about the same as Hitler,” referring to the 
annexation of Crimea in Ukraine. 

The BBC reached Ferguson in Halifax. She told the 
British media outlet that it was “just a little remark. I 
didn’t think it was going to make such a big uproar.” 

Headlines in the United Kingdom have accused the 
unelected heir to the throne of inappropriately wading 
in to international politics. 

Speaking to the BBC, Britain’s Deputy Prime Min- 


comment on private conversations. 

“But we would like to stress that The Prince of 
Wales would not seek to make a public political state- 
ment during a private conversation,” read a statement 
from Clarence House. 


A spokesman for Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
said the Prime Minister’s Office won’t comment on 
remarks made during a private conversation. 

“That said, we have been clear that the Putin re- 
gime’s illegal occupation of Ukraine and its persistent 
military aggression are a return to Soviet-style tactics 
and cannot be tolerated,” spokesman Jason MacDon- 
ald said in an email. 

“We will continue to work with our allies to apply 
pressure on Russia until they de-escalate.” 

Tensions have grown between Putin and the West 
since Russia’s annexation of Crimea earlier this year. 

Prince Charles is due to meet the Russian president 
for D-Day anniversary commemorations next month. 


Russia says Ukraine border 
withdrawal will take weeks 


(RFE/RL)—Russian military officials now say their 
promised withdrawal of 40,000 troops from Ukraine’s 
borders will not be completed until weeks after 
Ukraine’s May 25 presidential election. 

They say the withdrawal is likely to be completed 
around the time that a second round vote would take 
place if no single candidate wins an outright majority 
in the May 25 vote. 

The acknowledgment came two days before the 
scheduled first round of voting in Ukraine. 

U.S. and European officials have expressed con- 
cerns that the Russian troop presence on the border 
is destabilizing the election by emboldening pro-Rus- 
sian separatists who are battling against state forces 
after seizing government buildings in several towns 
and cities in eastern Ukraine. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has claimed on 
three separate occasions that he ordered a complete 
withdrawal of Russian forces away from border re- 
gions where they were deployed when Russia annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimea region earlier this year. 

The Pentagon on May 23 confirmed small scale 
movements of Russian troops away from the border, 
but said it is too early to say whether a full scale with- 
drawal is underway. 

Speaking at an international business forum in St. 


Petersburg on May 23, Putin said Russia also wants 
“some calming of the situation, and we will respect 
the choice of Ukrainian people.” But Putin stopped 
short of declaring the May 25 election legitimate. 

U.S. State Department deputy spokeswoman Marie 
Harf on May 23 called on Russia to use its influence with 
separatists and urge them “to cease their violent activities 
and lay down their arms” ahead of the May 25 vote. 

In Brussels, EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ash- 
ton said in a statement that a successful presidential 
election in Ukraine will be a major step toward re- 
ducing tensions and restoring political stability there. 

Ashton said: “Election authorities must be allowed 
to conduct elections without hindrance throughout 
the country and domestic and international observers 
must be allowed to fully fulfill their function.” 

Uksaine’s acting President Oleksandr Turchynov 
said in an official video statement on May 23 that 
Ukraine’s “enemies have done everything they could 
to destabilize the situation and disrupt the elections” 
during the last three months. 

It was at a security conference in Moscow on May 
23 that General Valery Gerasimov, the chief of Rus- 
sia’s general staff, announced that it will take 20 days 
for Russian troops in regions bordering Ukraine to re- 
turn to their permanent bases. 


book for Akhmetov’s move, warning “haters” that “it’s too late.” 


May 22 - the 
deadliest day so far 


(RFE/RL)—Authorities in Ukraine said security forces suffered doz- 
ens of casualties in attacks in the eastern part of the country, the deadliest 
of which targeted a roadblock set up by government forces near the town 
of Volnovakha, in the Donetsk region. 

Ukraine’s Health Ministry said 17 soldiers died in the attacks and at 
least 36 were hospitalized with injuries. 

The ministry said 16 soldiers died in the Volnovakha attack, in which 
grenade-launchers and mortar shells were used against the roadblock in 
the early morning hours. 

The Defense Ministry earlier said one soldier was killed in an over- 
night attack in the neighboring region of Luhansk. 

The Donetsk attack was the deadliest for Ukraine’s military since it 
launched an offensive six weeks ago against pro-Russian separatists who 
have declared independent “people’s republics” in the two eastern re- 
gions. 

The attacks came three days before Ukraine the May 25 presidential 
election. 

Also on May 22, Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk accused 
Russia of trying to escalate the conflict ahead of the vote. 

Yatsenyuk called on the UN Security Council to hold an urgent meet- 
ing on the crisis. 


Akhmetov calls peaceful 
protest against separatists 


(RFE/RL)—A peaceful protest against pro-Russian separatists initiat- 
ed by Ukraine’s richest man, Rinat Akhmetov, has been held in Ukraine’s 
eastern city of Donetsk as Moscow said it was preparing to pull back 
troops from its border with Ukraine. 

Some 400 activists dressed in the jerseys of Akhmetov’s Shakhtar 
Donetsk soccer team gathered in the Donbas-Arena sports stadium in 
downtown Donetsk on May 20 after many large industrial facilities in the 
region set off sirens at noon to mark the start of the protest. 

Automobiles in Donetsk beeped their horns to express solidarity with 
people protesting against pro-Russian separatists, who in April pro- 
claimed the Ukrainian region the “Donetsk People’s Republic” (DNR). 

On the stadium screen a video was shown of a May 19 televised state- 
ment by Akhmetov in which he called on Donetsk residents to take part 
in daily protests against the separatists, saying that “people are tired of 
living in fear and terror.” 

In his video statement, Akhmetoy warned that the actions of the pro- 
Kremlin separatists, who have seized administrative buildings in towns 
and cities across Ukraine’s east, would lead to “genocide.” 

He said the rebels had done nothing for the region but were instead 
engaging in “banditry and looting.” 

One of the leaders of rebels in Donetsk, Denis Pushilin, threatened to 
nationalize Akhmetov’s assets over his refusal to pay taxes to the DNR. 

Akhmetov, whose fortune is estimated at $12 billion, operates a vast 
industrial empire in the eastern region known as Donbas. “Across all of 
Donbas, there are millions ready to join in,” he said. 

Ukrainian Interior Minister Arsen Avakov expressed support via Face- 


Funeral Hones “Crematorium 
and Reception Centre 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family | 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 

When the time comes to honor a 

loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 


» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


 Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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d and operated by the 
Smolyk family since 1941 


(UkrNews)—Thirty seven dance groups 
with about 1,500 members competed in the 
Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Festival, held 
May 8 to May 11 at St. Albert’s Arden Theatre. 

In all the festival featured over 460 dance 
performances and about 2500 medals were 
distributed, as each dancer usually dances 
more than once. 

Dancers of all ages came from Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba to be part of 
the Festival. 

This year marked the 30th anniversary 
of the festival. To celebrate the milestone, 
Cheremosh hosted a pop-up outdoor market 
in the St. Albert Place plaza with vendors 
selling Ukrainian products and food, as well 
as a photo booth for families to take in. 

“Since it began in 1984, the Festival has 
been a highlight in the Ukrainian dance sea- 
son all across Alberta and the prairies,” said 


Zorya Belanger, Lead Coordinator for the 
Cheremosh Dance Festival. 


“For 30 years, it has continually provided 
young dancers with the opportunity to share 
their love of Ukrainian dance and to experi- 
ence the thrill of performing as well as to re- 
ceive feedback from professional judges.” 

The top-ranked performances of the Festi- 
val starred in a finale production - The Show 
of Stars, with three guest performances by 
the world renowned Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Company. 

This year’s winners were: Regional Girls’ 
Solo (Age 12 and under, Kaydence Pel- 
lerin, Prince Albert and Alexa Kliewer, 
Rushnychok; Regional Girls’ Solo (Age 13 
and over), Katelyn Lysitza, Prince Albert; 
Regional Boys’ Solo (Age 12 and under), 
Stefan Maruschak-Love, Tryzub School; 
Regional Boys’ Solo (Age 13 and over), 
Jaden Plaska, Elk Point; Character Solo or 
Duet, Kaitlin Kliewer, Rushnychok; Girls’ 
Duet, Alexa and Kaitlin Kliew; Rushnychok; 
Boys’ Duet, Bryce Osinchuk and Jaden 


Let's Dance Hopak” (Cheremosh School of Dance — Chumak -1) 


ХОР ДНІПРО 


та того 


Ап all-Canadian program featuring the music of Ukrainian Canadian composers 
with the world premiere of 
*Spokonvichni Luiny - Eternal Echoes” 


уп 


п сапаса! 
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Cheremosh Festival celebrates 30 years 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


“Stick Dance” (Yatran Dance Academy) 


Plaska, Elk Point; Mixed Duet, Kristina and 
Alex Tarasenko, Tryzub School; Regional 
Dance- Bukovyna, Bukovyna, Rushnychok 
and Bukovyns’ky Muzyky, Cheremshyna; 
Regional Dance- Hutsul, In Carpath- 
ian Mountains, Cheremshyna; Regional 
Dance- Polissia, Hustychky, MY; Regional 
Dance- Poltava Small Group, Veselychky, 
MY; Regional Dance- Poltava Medium 
Group, Poltavskay Kozachok, Kryla and 
Villager’s Celebration, DanceCo; Region- 
al Dance- Poltava Large Group, Poltava, 
Rushnychok; Regional Dance- Volyn, Na 
Ba’dor, Tryzub School and Volyns’ky Pry- 
tupy, Cheremshyna; Regional Dance-, Za- 
karpattia, Zakarpatski, Dance Unlimited and 
Transcarpathian Chardash, Cheremshyna; 


dymphony at the Village 


A hundred years of history, 
masterful musical performances and 
mouthwatering Ukrainian fare 
collide. Slap on some sunscreen, 
bring your favourite lawn chair and 
join us for an evening open-air 
concert presented by the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 


Saturday, June 14 


Edmonton Syrnphony Orchestra 
William Eddins, conductor 
Trembita (Guest Performers) 


Brought ta you by the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village and Alberta Culture 

in partnership with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra. 


Regional Dance- Other, Kabluchky, MY; 
Open Dance, Hopak; Cheremshyna; Adult 
Dance, Radist Volyn’, Parkland and Millenia 
Hopak; Zorianka; Character Dance, Char- 
acter, Rushnychok; Best Girls’, Na Ba’dor, 
Tryzub School and Veselychky, MY; Best 
Boys’, Razom Boys, Parkland and Young 
Kozaks, Parkland; Most Promising Female 
(12 and under), Emma Robertson, Private 
and Emily Kotowich, Private; Most Promis- 
ing Female (13 and over), Mara Palahniuk, 
MY, Brittlon Stefanyshyn, Prince Albert, 
Dylana Dohan, Tryzub School and Vic- 
toria Ivanus, Tryzub School; Most Promis- 
ing Male (12 and under), Eli Yaschuk, St. 
Basil’s, Most Promising Male (13 and over), 
Liam Huculiak, Private. 
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Patriarch Sviatoslay and Bishop Stephen Chmilar celebrating a hierarchical Divine Liturgy at the Dormition 
of the Mother of God parish in Montreal. 


Patriarch Sviatoslav concludes 
visit to Eparchy of Toronto 


(UGCC)—On May 12, the of- 
ficial pastoral visitation of His Be- 
atitude Sviatoslav to the Eparchy 
of Toronto and Eastern Canada and 
His Excellency Most Rev. Stephen 
Chmilar, came to a closer. 

All ten days of the visitation were 
filled with meetings with youth and 
children, community organiza- 
tions and their members, full-day 
Ukrainian Catholic schools, con- 
certs, banquets, and most of all 
liturgical celebrations, to which 
the faithful under the leadership of 
His Beatitude Sviatoslav were able 
to pray most of all for unity in the 
mother Church in Ukraine. 

The first six days of his visitation 
were spent by Patriarch Sviatoslav 
in the City of Toronto. 

On May 2, His Beatitude visited 
St Demetrius Parish, served a mole- 
ben, visited St Demetrius Catholic 
School, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Care Centre, and St Demetrius 
Senior’s Residence. He also met 
with deacons from the Eparchy of 
Toronto and Eastern Canada. At the 
end of the day His Beatitude had a 
dinner with guests of the Metropol- 
itan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies at the 
University of St Michael’s College 
at the University of Toronto. 

On May 3, His Beatitude cele- 
brated a Hierarchical Divine Lit- 
urgy at St Nicholas Parish, after 
which there was a banquet and a 
visit with members of the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada. Afterwards His Beatitude 
also met with youth and children of 
the Eparchy of Toronto. During this 
encounter His Beatitude was able 
to answer their questions as well 
as impart his archpastoral bless- 
ing. Children and youth were able 
to greet His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
on the occasion of his birthday. On 
the occasion of his official pastoral 
visitation, that evening a concert 
Tribute to Ukraine was held with 
numerous Ukrainian groups раг- 
ticipating. 

On May 4, His Beatitude Sviato- 
slav continued his pastoral visita- 
tion and visited the Sister Servants 
of Mary Immaculate at their prov- 
incial house in Toronto; the sisters 
hosted His Beatitude for a delicious 
breakfast. After lunch His Beati- 
tude served a Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy at the Dormition of the 


Mother of God Church in Missis- 
sauga. Present at this liturgy were 
members of the clergy, His Excel- 
lency Bishop Stephen Chmilar, and 
His Eminence Thomas Cardinal 
Collins, Archbishop of Toronto. 
After the Divine Liturgy there was 
a banquet in honour of His Beati- 
tude Patriarch Sviatoslav, at which 
His Beatitude addressed those gath- 
ered in both Ukrainian and Eng- 
lish, speaking about the situation in 
Ukraine and the role of the Church 
зп безе difficult times for Ukraine. 
In order to better explain the situa- 
tion in Ukraine, His Beatitude re- 
cited a portion of the poem Son 
by Shevchenko ("У всякого своя 
доля...?). All attentively listened to 
His Beatitude Sviatoslayv, admiring 
His Beatitude’s wisdom, fortitude, 
piety, and they even compared him 
to the servant of God Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky, who diligently 
served God, the Church, and the 
Ukrainian Nation. 


and answer their questions, which | 


they themselves posed to His Be- 
atitude. At the end of the visit was 
a formal lunch attended by school 
teachers and administrators, as well 
as priests from St Nicholas Parish, 
members of the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board, His Excel- 
lency Bishop Stephen, and His 
Eminence Cardinal Collins. After 
this lunch His Beatitude conducted 
his canonical visitation of the chan- 
cery of the Eparchy of Toronto and 


Eastern Canada. In the evening his Й 


day continued with a visitation to 


the newly-constructed parish of St | 
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On May 5 His Beatitude served |/ : 


the Divine Liturgy at the Cath- 
edral of St Josaphat; this liturgy 
was attended by members of St 
Josaphat’s Catholic School. After 
lunch, His Beatitude visited St 
Sophia Catholic School, in Mis- 
sissauga, which is attached to the 
parishes of the Dormition of the 
Mother of God and St Elias. After 
this visit His Beatitude went to the 
site of St Elias parish, in Brampton 
and celebrated a Moleben with the 
gathered community. This parish 
burnt down two weeks before Pas- 
cha. After a short snack Patriarch 
Sviatoslav met with catechists and 
priest’s wives. This was all on His 
Beatitude’s birthday. 


May 6 His Beatitude celebrated 


Divine Liturgy at Sts Peter and 
Paul Parish, in Scarborough. After 
the Liturgy there was a lunch at- 
tended by all priests of the Eparchy 
along with His Excellency Bishop 
Stephen. The rest of the day was 
free so that His Beatitude was able 
to rest before the remainder of the 
visitation. 

On May 7, Patriarch Sviatoslav 
visited the largest Ukrainian Cath- 
olic school, Joseph Cardinal Slipyj 
in Toronto, served by St Nicholas 
Parish. The children organized a 
concert in honour of His Beati- 
tude’s visit. The Patriarch had the 
opportunity to speak to all children 
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Незабаром мине півстоліття 
відколи журнал  «Патріярхат» 
почав | служити | зростанню 
Української  Греко-Католицької 
Церкви як Церкви Патріаршої. 
Впродовж історії 0| існування 
цього видання, його формат не- 
одноразово змінювався, адже 
змінювалися обставини, в яких 
Церква опинялася. З переїздом 
Патріарха Йосифа на Захід, го- 
стро постало питання визнання 
окремішності УГКЦ, питання 
ii права на статус патріаршої 
Церкви як це декларував II Ba- 
тиканський Собор, питання 
збереження та очищення обря- 
ду. Саме ці теми «Патріярхат» 
висвітлював i давав змогу вірним 
у діаспорі (в Україні тоді Церк- 
ва була у підпіллі) зрозуміти, 
що справа визнання Патріархату 
для УГКЦ може бути взагалі 
справою існування цієї Церк- 
ви в умовах загрози не лише 
національної, але перш за все 


духовної асиміляції. 


Згодом, коли і духовенство, і 
вірні УГКЦ в більшості своїй 
висловилися за патріарший ста- 
тус своєї Церкви, виникла по- 
треба серйозніше заглибитися у 
питання богословських підвалин 
її ідентичності, у робив вклад та- 
кож 1 «Патріярхат». 

Наступним періодом розвитку 
видання став етап, коли в Україні 
Церква здобула свободу 1 виник- 
ла потреба перенести редакцію 
журналу в Україну. 

Сьогодні «Патріярхат» 
продов-жує об'єднувати вірних 
УГКЦ в одну велику родину тих 
свідомих людей, які бажають 
розуміти грані власної церковної 
самобутності, розуміти своє 
місце у колі інших Церков, як 
Східних, так і Західних, розуміти 
роль УГКЦ в екуменічному 
діалозі. 

Саме | тому редакція 
«Патріярхату» акцентує на те- 
мах взаємовідносин між Церква- 
ми, на нюансах і спірних питан- 
нях богослов'я, традиції, історії. 
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Церкваї і суспільство на сторінках «ПАТРІЯРХАТУ» 


Стараємось фахово писати про 
Te, що доповнює розуміння 
місця 1 ролі УГКЦ в Україні та 
світі. Крім цього, значний об- 
сяг присвячуємо теперішнім 
суспільним подіям українського 
суспільства. Зокрема, цього року 
перший номер висвітлював події 
Майдану, а у другому номері вже 


проводиться аналіз буремних 
подій, які перейшли в іншу фазу 
протистоянь. 


Боротьба українців за повну 
незалежність триває, щоправ- 
да вже не на Майдані у Києві, 
а Ha Сході держави. Але варто 
зупинятися й оглянутися назад, 
осмислити те, що вже відбулося 
наприкінці 2013 на початку 2014 
року. Почасти це наше завдання, 
тому «Патріярхат» у другому за 
цей рік номері пропонує аналіз, 
оцінку, ділення пережитим. 

ЦІНА СВОБОДИ - під та- 


кою назвою MH об'єднали 
матеріали другого номеру жур- 
налу  «ПАТРІЯРХАТ», адже 
вони, здебільшого, присвячені 


трагічним, а воднораз славним 
подіям в Україні. Трагічним, бо 
проливається кров, славним 
бо жертовність людей виявляє 
велич їхнього духу 1 ця велич, 


можна б сказати, є масовою. Так 
було колись, 140 років тому, коли 


зміни повинні 
вони самі, 


що повинні вкласти 


кож продовжують традиційною 
рубрикою «Єпархія» почергово 


впроваджувати 


+ Зміна влади не 
завжди змінює якість 
суспільства 


+ Шлях до примирення 
.. та багато іншого 


. Дорога Небескої соти 


. що вісті Майдану" 


линські мучянмі 


м Прату 


Запрошуємо Вас 
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гинули Пратулинські мученики i 
так є сьогодні, коли відійшла до 
вічності Небесна сотня... 

Вашу увагу хочемо звернути 
на матеріал, який впроваджує у 
висвітлення головної теми но- 
мера «Дорога Небесної Сотні», 
в шякому авторка розповідає 
про дорогу помежи урядови- 
ми будівлями. Дорогу, котра 
відділяє владу від людей. До- 
рогу, яка розмежовує життя i 
смерть, свободу 1 рабство. 

У 2004 році українці дуже 
сподівалися на зміни, але при- 
йшло розчарування, бо зміни 
не відбулися у тому масштабі, 
на який розраховували люди. 
Чи винуватою була тільки вла- 
да? Революція Гідності - це теж 
великі сподівання на зміни. Але 
українці, здається, збагнули, що 


свій час, сили і кошти, а часом — 
життя, щоб отримати «Європу в 
Україні». Збагнули, що влада не 
повинна бути делегована «на- 
верх» повністю, частина влади 
має залишитися в руках кожного 
громадянина і цією владою він 
повинен служити громаді тою 
мірою, на яку здатен, як каже 
отець Андрій Зелінський, ТІ, чиє 
інтерв'ю Вам пропонуємо. 
Наступні матеріали часопи- 
су розповідають про так звані 
«малі», або місцеві  майда- 
ни, про стосунки між поляка- 
ми та українцями нині й сто 
років тому, про «постмайдан- 
ний» міжправославний діалог в 
Україні, про взаємодію церков- 


них і світських засобів масової 


інформації устами провідного 
ватиканіста Джона Аллена, а та- 


знайомити із різними єпархіями 
УГКЦ, щоби дати змогу всій 
нашій великій Церкві почуватися 
спільнотою, в якій всі один про 
одного знають і пам'ятають... 
Як сьогодні дуже активно |, 
на жаль, часто болісно, триває 
становлення української нації і 
державності, так триває й ста- 
новлення Української Церкви 
у ширшому розумінні. Цьому 
становленню мусимо сприяти 


різними способами, кожен зокре- 
ма i всі разом, через саморозви- 


ток і через підтримку структур, 
котрі забезпечують національно- 
духовне укріплення українського 
суспільства по всьому світу. 
Саме заради цього запрошуємо 
вас, шановні пані та панове 
приєднатися до всесвітнього 
кола читачів «Патріярхату». 


Українці понад два місяці пікетують 


Alexandra: 
& Oleksa 


резиденцію прем'єра Британії 


Богдан Цюпин, Радіо Свобода 

Вже понад два місяці навпроти воріт, що ведуть на 
Давнінг стріт 10 розвіваються українські прапори і 
стоїть пікет, із гаслами та плакатами на підтримку 
України. 

Часом там можна бачити велику групу активістів, 
а деколи лише дві-три людини, але чергування 
триває цілодобово. 

Перебуваючи на західному краю Європи - за 
тисячі кілометрів від Батьківщини - більшість 
українців почувають себе тісно пов'язаними з 
Україною 1 болісно переживають за долю рідних і 
близьких. 

«Ми збираємося тут для того, щоб доносити 
правду до людей, до туристів які тут проходять. 
Більшість із них не знають усього, що відбувається 
в Україні», - розповідає один з пікетувальників, 
Ярослав. 

Одразу ж після кривавого побиття мирних 
протестів на київському майдані Незалежності 30 
листопада 2014 року лондонські українці вийшли 
на першу демонстрацію, щоб висловити підтримку 
співвітчизникам. 

Регулярні мітинги й марші відбувалися біля 
будівлі британського парламенту, поблизу 
українського пам'ятника князю Володимиру Вели- 
кому у Лондоні, перед посольствами Росії та США, 
біля помешкання  найбагатшого українського 
олігарха Ріната Ахметова тощо. 

Вторгнення Росії в Криму підштовхнуло лон- 
донських українців до потреби нагадувати бри- 
танському урядові, що Велика Британія разом з 


іншими ядерними державами зобов'язана гаран- 
тувати безпеку й цілісність України відповідно до 
так званого «Будапештського меморандуму». 

Саме це нагадування стало одним 13 головних 
гасел українського пікету напроти воріт до Давнінт 
стріт 10, де живе і працює прем'єр-міністр Девід 
Камерон. 

Учасники пікету кажуть, що особисто Ка- 
мерон до активістів не виходив, але вони 
впевнені, що керівник британського уряду бачить 
протестувальників кожного разу, коли його авто 
минає ворота. 

Девід Камерон в офіційних виступах неодно- 
разово висловлював підтримку Україні, проте 
українські протестувальники наголошують, що 
словесної підтримки і навіть певних кроків у 
вигляді санкцій проти агресорів не досить. 

Одним із головних своїх завдань активісти вва- 
жають інформування людей, які минають пікет у 
центрі Лондона. 

«Перше питання, яке виникає у британців: 
чого ви тут стоїте? В цілому вони підтримують 
Україну і засуджують агресію Путіна», - зауважи- 
ла в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода Тетяна, яка регулярно 
чергує на пікеті. 

Активісти розповідають, що більшість пере- 
хожих виявляють прихильність і лише часом 
їм доводиться мати суперечки з росіянами, які 
підтримують політику Кремля. 

Чергування пікетувальників організоване з до- 
помогою інтернетних соціальних мереж та через 
поширення інформації мобільними телефонами. 


Вулиця Інститутська у ев Get лютого 2014. Вшановання 
загиблих на Майдані. 
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Participants of the “March of the 
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Vyshyvanky enter the Alberta Legislature Grounds. 


Li 


Embroidery march showcases 
Ukrainian culture and identity 


(UkrNews)—Close to 250 people participated in 
a “Marsh vyshyvanok” (March of Embroidery) that 
started at Edmonton’s City Hall and finished at the Al- 
berta Legislative Grounds on March 17. 

A similar march was also held in Toronto that day. 

This march continues a tradition of celebrating 
Ukrainian culture and identity through the display 
of the embroidered shirts, blouses and other clothing 
unique to the culture. 

It was started by three students in Kyiv in 20087 and 
then grew into a twice-a year event that is celebrated 
across Ukraine and in Ukrainian communities around 
the world. 

“The purpose of the March is to promote national 
clothing, traditions, culture and overall the entire 
Ukrainian: In Ukraine invited writers, singers, public 
figures and journalists all participate. In fact, ‘Marsh 
Vyshavanok’ has become a kind of cultural event in it- 
self, so to speak a tradition that is growing, which each 
year attracts more and more people. All over the world 
people have taken to the street singing, chanting and 
dancing. We are Ukrainian and we are proud of our 
heritage and our culture!,” explained Olesia Luciw- 
Andryjowycz, President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial Council during the brief 
program at the culmination of the march, held at the 
monument to the Centennial of Ukrainian Settlement 
in Canada, on the Legislature grounds. 

“Today, those of Ukrainian heritage might define 
themselves as part of a thriving cultural community 
that encourages belonging, preservation and develop- 
ment of the language and traditions, a strong political 
will, and an interest, if not a love, of Ukrainian culture. 
Over 120 years ago, Ukrainians arrived and helped 
build this province into the thriving economy it is to- 
day, and our members continue to show their passion 
and commitment through different cultural preserva- 


tion acts. By preserving and growing the Ukrainian 
Canadian culture, we have been able to develop strong 
communities with much civic pride and tremendous 
support in an effort to add to Alberta’s vibrant multi- 
cultural identity. 

“Our Ukrainian ancestors fought for their freedom 
for hundreds of years, and now that Ukraine is finally 
an independent nation, we must hold on to that. We 
must appreciate and continue to fight for our freedom 
and must not forget about the importance of the pres- 
ervation of our culture and heritage not only for our- 
selves, but for future generations,” she added. 

Speaker of the Alberta Legislature Gene Zwoz- 
desky brought greetings on behalf of the Province and 
took special note of the number of youth participating, 
asking them to come forward. 5 

“You are the future. You are the youth. That’s what 
our Ukrayina and our tradytsiya is al! about,” he said. 

Zwozdesky said that the settlement monument sym- 
bolizes the freedom that Ukrainian settlers came to 
find in Canada and expressed the hope that Ukraine 
maintains its freedom and that the upcoming presiden- 
tial elections yield a bright future. 

Olha Hyzha, Vice president External at Ukrainian 
Students Society at University of Alberta noted that 
this year’s parade is very special. 

“Tt’s not just the showing of the national art of em- 
broidery, or bright colours, or the uniqueness of national 
costume. This time, after Maidan and heroic deeds of 
many Ukrainians, it is a true demonstration of Ukrain- 
ian self-identity, the glory of Ukrainian nation. This is 
the reaction to well-known political events and military 
invasion in Ukraine. Thank you everybody who came 
out here today to march with us. We showed our broth- 
ers and sisters that they are not alone in their struggle. 
Thank you Canada for your support! You gave us even 
more than we could have asked for,” she said. 


St. Andrew’s language classes 
conclude successful year 


(St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Language Classes for 
Adults)—Ukrainian Language Classes successfully 
concluded another year of learning on March 19 with 
distribution of certificates and a joint year-end pro- 
gram. Some 70 adult students came together each 
Wednesday for 24 weeks from September until March, 
either to improve the language skills they had already 
acquired, or to begin learning what for them is a totally 
new language. Six competent teachers worked hard to 
coordinate the learning for students from a wide var- 
iety of backgrounds, age, skills and interest levels. 
In addition to practice in listening, speaking, reading 
and writing, students were also taught about Ukrain- 
ian Holidays, culture and traditions. Students were 
very interested in discussing contemporary issues in 
Ukraine as well. 

On the last day of class students from all six classes 
gathered together during the final hour to sing a number 
of Ukrainian folksongs that they had learned in class, 
accompanied by teacher Ludvik Marianych and student 


Ryan Pugh on guitar, to learn about the bandura and 
enjoy several selections played by student Sonia Mysak, 
and to hear short oral presentations in Ukrainian from 
students of Pani Lesia’s class. Special recognition was 
offered to our youngest (preteen) students Kaylee Fedor- 
uk and Zoriana Kahanishyn and to our most senior stu- 
dent Maria McDonald. More importantly, students and 
teachers had the opportunity to mingle before dispersing 
for the summer. It was gratifying to observe, how a sense 
of community was developing among the students and 
teachers as the months progressed. A number of students 
have already indicated their interest in returning in fall 
for another year of learning. 

Classes are open to the general public. Persons 
interested in joining our classes in September are 
invited to contact St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Sobor Parish in Edmonton, Alberta 780-469-1463 to 
be placed on our list. The office is open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. You will be contacted 
with instructions in late August. 
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Patriarch Sviatoslav 
concludes visit to 
Eparchy of Toronto 


Cont. from P. 9 


Joseph in Oakville. Here His Be- 
atitude celebrated the Divine Lit- 
urgy in the evening. After supper 
His Beatitude had an opportunity 
to meet first with the Knights of 
Columbus, followed by a gathering 
with members of Ukrainian com- 
munity organizations. 

On May 8, after the morning 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy 
at St Nicholas Church, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav travelled to the capital 
of Canada —- Ottawa. Here His 
Beatitude met with Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, Minister of For- 
eign Affairs John Baird, Minister of 
Employment and Social Develop- 
ment as well as Minister of Multi- 
culturalism Jason Kenney. He also 
met with Dr Andrew Bennett, Am- 
bassador for Religious Freedom, 
as well as the Polish Ambassador 
to Canada and the Parliamentary 
Canada-Ukraine friendship group. 
He also attended Question Period 
in the Parliament where he was 
publically recognized. That even- 
ing he also met with parish youth 
at St John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Shrine in Ottawa. 

On May 9, His Beatitude had 
breakfast at Holy Spirit Seminary, 
followed by a visit to the Metropol- 
itan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute in 
Ottawa. Here he celebrated a mole- 
ben for the glorification of Metro- 
politan Andrey before having an 
encounter with university students. 
After this he visited the Apostolic 
Nunciature where he had lunch 
with the Nuncio, the Archbishop 
of Ottawa, and the president of the 
CCCB. That evening, at the con- 
clusion of his visit to Ottawa, His 
Beatitude celebrated a hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy at St John the Bap- 


tist Shrine which was followed by a 
banquet in the parish hall in honour 
of the Patriarch. 

On May 10, after a morning Div- 
ine Liturgy at Holy Spirit Semin- 
ary, Patriarch Sviatoslav travelled 
to Montreal. On this day he vis- 
ited St Michael’s Parish (Iberville) 
and met with the president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress (CKY), 
Eugene Czolij. Czolij informed 
His Beatitude about current initia- 
tives and projects of the Ukrainian 
World Congress to help Ukraine, as 
well as the important of elections, 
for which the Congress is organiz- 
ing a mission of foreign observers. 

On May 11, Patriarch Sviatoslav | 
celebrated a hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy at the Dormition of the 
Mother of God parish, which was 
followed by a banquet in honour of 
the Patriarch. During the banquet 
Czolij greeted His Beatitude Svi- 
atoslay in the name of the Ukrain- 
ian World Congress and stressed 
the importance of His Beatitude’s 
consecration of the Ukrainian na- 
tion to the Protection (РоКгоу) of 
the Theotokos on 2 February 2014. 

On May 12 His Beatitude Svi- 
atoslav visited Holy Spirit Parish 
as well as St Basil the Great (La- 
chine), before returning to Ukraine. 

While in Montreal, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav had the opportunity to 
visit St Joseph’s Oratory as well as 
Notre-Dame Basilica. 

During the visitation to the Ep- 
archy of Toronto and Eastern Can- 
ada, His Beatitude met with both 
Canadian and Ukrainian press, and 
gave individual interviews to the 
Globe and Mail and the Catholic 
Register. Toronto-based Ukrainian 
television programs Kontakt and 
Forum ТУ, as well as W4Y Produc- | 
tions, covered the Patriarch’s visit. 


Patriarch meets Harper 


Cont. from P. 1 


government of the Russian Federa- 
tion has shown its unwillingness to 
abide by international agreements. 
It pains me to say this, but the Rus- 
sian government is simply not pre- 
dictable in its behavior. The sanc- 
tions applied thus far have not been 
adequate.” 

The head of the Ukrainian Church 
noted that his first concern is not 
about politics, but about people. 
“Once a foreign power begins to re- 
draw international borders, people 
suffer.” He continued, “the only 
way to bolster peace among peoples 
is to enable them to live together in 
multi-ethnic states — not divide them 
through foreign intervention.” He 
then noted: “What would happen to 
Europe — not to mention other con- 
tinents — if countries started re-draw- 


ing borders on the basis of ethno-na- 
tional background? It’s that approach 
that led to World War II!” 

After the meeting in Prime Min- 
ister Harper’s office, Patriarch Svi- 
atoslav met with Canada’s Minster 
of Foreign Affairs, John Baird. He 
told the Minister that should Rus- 
sian forces be allowed to disrupt 
the upcoming presidential elections 
in Ukraine, this would show the ex- 
tent of their anti-democratic spirit. 
“Why did the Kremlin promote 
an illegal referendum in Crimea, 
while attempting to thwart a legal 
election in the rest of Ukraine? Hu- 
man dignity is only served when 
people are allowed to express 
their will. For decades, the Soviets 
crushed human dignity by ignoring 
the people. We do not desire to re- 
turn to those days.” 


Chloroform found in Odesa burn site 


(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian official says 32 pro-Russian rebels, who died 
in the Black Sea port, Odesa, on May 2, might have been poisoned with 


chloroform before dying in a fire. 


The chief of Ukraine’s General Investigative Directorate, Vitaliy Sakal, 
told reporters on May 19 that chloroform had been found by investigators 
in the Trade Unions building in Odesa. Inhaling the substance causes 


breathing failure. 


Sakal added that Ukrainian investigators had contacted the Israeli 
Embassy, asking for professional experts to investigate any traces of the 


chemical in the building. 


Thirty-two people were found dead in the building, many of them with 
burns, on May 2 after the building was engulfed in flames during clashes 
between pro-Russian rebels and pro-Ukrainian soccer fans. 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ. 

7 березня 2014 року в 
приміщенні КУМФ, що на вул. 
Блюр в Торонто, відбулося 
засідання | НТШ, присвячене 
творчості письменниці Ольги Мак. 
Доповідач - магістр Ольга Пресіч, 


одна з небагатьох  дослідниць 
української еміграційної 
літератури. Як розповіла мгр. 


Пресіч на початку, коли вона 
повідомила в Інституті Літератури 
ім.Шевченка АН України про свій 
вибір теми докторської дисертації, 
багато колег відраджували її, вва- 
жаючи, що література української 
еміграції є вкрай бідною. Насто- 
явши на своєму виборі, О.Пресіч 
відкрила для себе надзвичайно 
багатий матеріал, що вартий не 
одного серьозного  досліження. 
Серед найважливіших відкриттів 
- напрочуд цікава, талановита і 
різноманітна проза письменниці 
Ольги Мак. Життєвий шлях Ольги 


по світах. В Австрії познайомила- 
ся та одружилася з українським 
журналістом Миколою Гецом, а в 
1947 році виїхала з ним та дітьми 
до Бразилії. В Бразилії вона про- 
жила 23 роки, там стала відома 
як письменниця. Нарешті, в 1970 
році Ольга Мак переїхала до То- 
ронто, де вже мешкали її доньки. 
Тут, в 1998 році письменниця по- 
мерла. 

Писати Ольга Мак почала ще 
в Австрії, однак по-справжньому 
її письменницька діяльність роз- 
горнулася вже в Бразилії. Книж- 
ки Ольги Мак мали надзви- 
чайно великий резонанс серед 
українців Північної та Південної 
Америк, ними зачитувалися 1 
дорослі, і школярі, переклада- 
лися вони й іншими мовами. 
Зрештою, її роман "Чудасій" 
(1956) був навіть номінований на 
Нобелівську премію. 

Як наголосила О.Пресіч, всі 
книги O.Mak є дуже різні, чи- 
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Ольга Пресіч про життя та творчість Ольги Мак 


ФОТО -- ХРИСТЯ КОЛОС 


Ольга Пресіч 


Захоплюючий сюжет "Бога вог- 
ню? пов'язаний з пошуками 


співчутття. Книги Ольги Мак для 
молоді мали величезне значення 


чоловіком, були заарештовані та 
засуджені тисячі невинних лю- 
дей. В центрі книги - український 
інтелігент, якого письменниця 
наділяє найкращими  людськи- 
ми рисами: мужністю, чесністю, 
незламністю духа. Фактично, 
ї наступні художні романи та 
повісті O.Mak - "Чудасій (1956), 
"Проти переконань" (1959), "Куди 
йшла  стежка"(1961), "Каміння 
під косою"(1973) - присвячені 
українським інтелігентам періоду 
сталінщини, та зосереджуються 
на ключових екзистенціальних 
проблемах чесності з собою, 
моральності, шляхах  виживан- 
ня в умовах тоталітарного ре- 


жиму, зіткненні релігійного | 
матеріалістичного світоглядів. 
Одна 3 істотних рис творів 


письменниці це те, що ніде, навіть 
в останній книзі про голодомор 
( Каміння під косою"), її герої не 
постають як жертви, в як свідомі 
борці-патріоти, що з гідністю при- 


таються з захопленням і вража- 
ють майстерністю зображення 
персонажів, як чоловіків, так і 
жінок. Все таки, твори O.Mak 
легко згрупувати за двома го- 
ловними темами:  бразильсь- 
кою і українською. Екзотична 
природа, історія та культура 
Бразилії надихнули О.Мак на 
чудові | пригодницькі | книж- 
ки для школярів та юнацтва — 
трилогію "Бог вогню" (1955-56), 
та дилогію "Жаїра" (1957-58). 


Мак був, як і сюжети її книг, не- 
простим, сповненим драматичних 
подій і несподіваних поворотів. 
Вона народилася в Кам'янець- 
Подільському 1913 року. Першо- 
го її чоловіка Вадима Дорошенка 
вперше заарештували в 1938 році, 
але йому вдалося звільнитися. 
Вдруге - в січні 1941 року його 
присудили до десяти років 
ув'язнення; там, в перських табо- 
рах, він і загинув. Два роки Ольга з 
донечкою Вікторією поневірялася 


Українська мова як модний 
тренд серед патріотів 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

(В Україні сформувався модний тренд, коли російськомовні 
патріоти свідомо переходять на українську. Проте експерти 
сумніваються, чи дійсно ці люди продовжуватимуть говорити дер- 
жавною мовою після того, як ситуація в країні стабілізується. На 
думку психологів, лише сильні особистості витримають тиск ото- 
чення та не повернуться до звичної мови спілкування. 

Харків'янин Лекс Гринда завжди спілкувався російською, проте 
перейшов на українську мову, коли почалась агресія з боку Росії. 
На його думку, якби переважна кількість населення на Сході країни 
спілкувались державною мовою, Росія не мала би приводу захищати 
російськомовних українців. 

Лекс вважає, що саме перехід на українську може підняти 
національну самосвідомість. Раніше хлопець вже пробував 
спілкуватися виключно державною та закликав до цього друзів, про- 
те вдалось лише зараз. 

«Кожного разу, коли я спілкувався українською мовою, хтось, еле- 
ментарно, не розумів; хтось вважав, що я це роблю навмисно, щоб 
похизуватися чи виділитися серед оточення. I якось воно не склало- 
ся. Я така людина, що не дуже залежу від думки більшості людей, 
але навіть попри це мені не вдалося повністю перейти», - розповідає 
Лекс. 

Цього разу перехід на українську теж дається хлопцю нелег- 
ко: то слово російське трапиться, то акцент у вимові. Проте Лекс 
продовжує практикуватись і не планує повертатись до російської, 
навіть коли ситуація на Сході та Півдні України стабілізується. 

«Я Батьківщину не вибирав. Тому це, навпаки, посприяє тому, 
щоб я спілкувався українською мовою. Не проти російської мови, 
не проти російських громадян. Я проти того безладу, що останнім 
часом має місце бути», - додає харків'янин. 

На думку психотерапевта Наталі Глухенької, патріотична мо- 
лодь намагається самоствердитися, переходячи на українську. 
Відчуваючи підтримку однодумців, вони формують своєрідний мод- 
ний тренд. Проте експерт переконана, що лише сильні особистості 
продовжуватимуть говорити державною після того, як ситуація в 
країні стабілізується. 

«Людина, якій бракує самовпевненості, яка внутрішньо слабка, 
завжди буде там, де більшість. Ї в такий спосіб вона буде самоствер- 
джуватися. Але коли ці всі процеси закінчаться, то такі люди, як 
правило, повертаються до свого попереднього життя», - резюмує 
експерт. 

На думку психолога Олени Ліщинської, зараз все більше 
російськомовних українців усвідомлюють себе патріотами. Таким 
чином, свідомий перехід на українську - це їхня реакція на події в 
країні. 

«Не факт, що вони будуть притримуватися цього і надалі, хоча 
погляди 1 патріотизм, почуття не зміняться», - вважає психолог. 

Експерти зазначають, що чим більше буде політичних загроз 
Україні з боку інших держав, тим гостріше люди відчуватимуть 
національну самоідентифікацію. 


скарбів, і водночас зосередже- для виховання 
ний на формуванні характерів 
юних героїв, що виростають на 
справжніх українських патріотів. 
Темою дилогії  "Жаїра, що 
розгортається у Бразилії сере- 
дини XVII століття, є зіткнення 
двох цивілізацій - португальської 
і індіянської. Винятковою ри- 
сою письменниці у зображенні 
індіянців є цілковита відсутність 
зверхності до них, а, навпаки, 
глибока симпатія, розуміння і 


українців в еміграції, на них ви- 
ростали 1 формувалися українці- 
патріоти на поселеннях. 

Інша група творів O.Mak - тво- 
ри української тематики для до- 
рослого читача. Почала письмен- 
ниця з автобіографічної книги “3 
часів єжовщини" (1954), де з до- 
кументальною точністю та гли- 
бокою спостережливістю описа- 
ла період 1938-1941 в Радянській 
Україні, коли, разом з її першим 


НОВИХ ПОКОЛІНЬ мають свою долю. 


Слухаючи захоплену і 
навіть пристрасну доповідь 
мгр.О.Пресіч про справді 


непересічну письменницю Оль- 
гу Мак, мимоволі спадало на 
думку: як жаль, що її твори 
досі невідомі в Україні! Якби 
школярі в Донецьку чи Харкові 
виховувалися на її чудових кни- 
гах, чи мала б Україна сьогодні 
ті проблеми, які розривають її 
сьогодні? 


Рік Шептицького розпочався з 
прощі українсько-польського 
поєднання 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Рік митрополита Української греко-католицької 
церкви Андрея Шептицького (роки життя - 1865- 
1944) розпочався на Львівщині прощею, присвя- 
ченою пам'яті мами митрополита - Софії Фредро- 
Шептицькій. У ній взяли участь вірніяк Української 
греко-католицької, так 1 римо-католицької церков. 
Заради вшанування українсько-польської родини 
прочани подолали пішки 40 кілометрів. 

Проща розпочалась з містечка Рудки, де у костелі 
Успіння Діви Марії у крипті поховані рідні Софії 
Фредро, її батьки, зокрема відомий польський 
драматург Александр Фредро. Неподалік у селі 
Вишня був розташований маєток Фредрів, де на- 
родилась Софія. Тут часто бував у рідних Андрей 
Шептицький. Прочани відвідали і палац Фредрів. 
«Ми побували і на службі у костелі. Нас привітали 
римо-католики, далі від села до села зустрічали 
люди», - розповів отець Полікарп Марцелюк. 

Дводенна проща у вихідні, приурочена 110-й 
річниці від дня смерті Софії Фредро-Шептицької, 
четвертої дитини у сім'ї польського драматурга. 
Мама Шептицького знала шість мов, успадкувала 
від тата літературний хист, дуже гарно малюва- 
ла. Одружившись із графом Іваном Шептицьким, 
цілковито присвятила себе родині і дітям. 

«Ця талановита жінка вирішила, що найбільше 
її завдання після народження дітей - стати анге- 
лом миру у родині 1 забезпечувати тишу, спокій, 
гармонійний розвиток дітей, а це було семеро 
хлопців. Вона у своєму дитинстві зазнала великої 
любові від тата від мами і цю любов вона повністю 
віддала, пожертвувала своїм дітям», - говорить 
дослідниця спадщини митрополита Шептицького 
Оксана Гайова. 

Родина Шептицьких мала українсько-польське 
коріння, 1 дітей Софія Фредро-Шептицька вихо- 
вувала у пошануванні двох традицій - польської 
і української. Сім'я відвідувала богослужіння у 
сусідньому селі у римо-католицькому костелі і 
бувала у греко-католицькій церкві у Прилбичах, 
збудованій єпископом Атаназієм Шептицьким. 

У Прилбичах прочани разом з вірними молились 
у каплиці, де спочивають Софія та Іван Шептицькі, 


їхній син із родиною, батьки графа. Митрополит 
Львівський Irop Возьняк наголосив, що Софія 
Фредро-Шептицька є прикладом християнської 
материнської любові, яка підтримала вибір сина 
стати монахом. 

«Софії Фредро маємо завдячувати Романом 
Шептицьким і всім синам, за яких дбала. Так 
посвячені і дбайливі матері за своїх синів, особли- 
во коли дбають, щоб добре виховати, докладають 
своїх зусиль, у цьому багато матерів схожі. Родина 
Шептицьких - це праведна родина», - наголосив 
митрополит Львівський Ігор Возьняк. 

Каплицю-усипальницю у 1939 більшовики 
обстріляли, а потім у ній зберігали отрутохімікати. 
А ось про садибу Шептицьких нагадують лише 
старі дерева. Спершу більшовицька влада погра- 
бувала маєток, де лише бібліотека нараховувала 
понад 6 тисяч книг, а ще давні архіви, твори ми- 
стецтва. Тут розстріляли i родину брата митропо- 
лита Леона. 

Мама Любові Канас, яка виросла у Прилбичах, 
працювала у садибі Шептицьких. А неподалік 
маєтку мешкали рідні жінки. 

«Недалеко від садиби жили мої бабця, дід, 
прадід і прабабуся. Мама розповідала, що Софія 
Шептицька любила зайти до простих людей, по- 
говорити. Тут був гарний сад, була велика череш- 
ня, груші. Мій дід їздив до Андрея Шептицького, 
бо хотіли у Прилбичах будувати церкву, їздили по 
дерево. Але Шептицький сказав: «Хлопці, дере- 
во має бути не сосна, а модрина. Але зараз буде 
війна, і не до дерева»», - розповіла жінка, яка дуже 
жалкує, що нічого з маєтку Шептицьких не зали- 
шилось. 

Весняна проща до родинного села митрополи- 
та, присвячена мамі Софії Фредро-Шептицької, 
відкриває рік вшанування пам'яті митрополита 
Андрея Шептицького. Уже владикою Ігорем Возь- 
няком створений оргкомітет і заплановані численні 
заходи щодо популяризації родини Шептицьких, 
а особливо - митрополита Андрея Шептицького. 
Справа беатифікації якого, тобто проголошен- 
ня новомучеником, триває з 50-х років минулого 
століття. 
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Health demographics threaten 


Ukraine’s security, speaker says 


(UkrNews)—Demographie indi- 
ces for Ukraine are so bad, they can 
threaten state security, said one of 
the guest speakers at the Kyiv Kon- 
nection Banquet, May 6. 

Ukraine’s health statistics are 
among the lowest in Europe, said 
Dr. Igor Mysula, Vice Rector at the 
Ternopil State Medical University 
(TSMU). 

Dr. Mysula was one of three key- 
note speakers at the event, organ- 
ized by the Ukrainian Foundation 
for College Education and held at 
St. John’s Cultural Centre in Ed- 
monton. 

The other two were Dr. Mykhay- 
lo Korda, Dean of the Foreign Stu- 
dents Faculty at TSMU and Dr. 
Svitlana Yastremska, Director of 
the Nursing Institute at TSMU. 

Some 12-14 million people in 
Ukraine suffer from the cardiovas- 

cular diseases, over | million from 
oncological diseases, and more 
than 1,100,000 are ill with the dia- 
betes mellitus, including 200,000 
people dependent on the insulin. 

Of these more than 700,00 are 
dying, one third of whom are 
of working a reproductive age. 
Cardiovascular disease account for 
two thirds of these. Ukraine’s mor- 
tality rate is more than twice the 
average of European Union mem- 
bers and has been exceeding the 
birth rate for more than 20 years, 
he added. 

Among the factors that contrib- 
ute to this are: 

¢ The economic situation and 
low standard of living; 

¢ The absence of healthy life 
habits in Ukrainian society; 

¢ A complicated ecologic situa- 
tion; 

¢ The low quality of medical 
service and inequality of access to 
health care services. 

The problem is especially acute 
in rural areas. 

Health care is also plagued by 
low budget allocations. On a per 
capita basis, spending amounts to 
$294 per year, compared to $1594 
in the EU, noted Dr. Mysula. 

Dr. Korda gave an overview of 
the TSMU, which was founded in 
1957 and currently has 600 faculty 
members as well as 4063 students, 
including 1435 foreign ones. There 
are more than 20,000 alumni. 

TSMU is made up of five facul- 
ties, 42 departments and the Insti- 
tute of Nursing. It also houses a 
University Hospital, a University 
Dental Centre 15 affiliated regional 
and municipal teaching hospitals, 
and four practical training centers 
in rural areas. 

The languages of instruction are 
Ukrainian, Russian, and English. 

TSMU is partnered with Mac- 
Ewan in Edmonton and the high- 
lights of the partnership include: 

¢ Establishment and ргерага- 
tion of translated hypertension 
Canadian Hypertension Education 
Program [CHEP] educational ma- 
terials for public/health care per- 
sonnel; 

» Exchange of information facili- 
tating new common initiatives in 
research, communication of know- 

ledge through publications and 
project delivery; 

* Study opportunities for visiting 


Yastremska, Dr. Mykhaylo Gorda. 


Left to Right: Dr. Igor Mysula, Dr. 


Oksana Suchowersky, Dr. Svitlana 


international students; 

¢ Exchange of faculty, staff and 
students; 

e Learning opportunities 
teaching personnel; 

¢ Reciprocal assistance for visit- 
ing faculty and staff as required for 
the delivery of projects; 

Dr. Yastremska explained the 
School of Nursing was established 
in 2005 and currently offers pro- 
grams for a Junior Specialist (As- 
sociate Degree in Nursing) , Bach- 
elor of Science in Nursing and a 
Master of Science in Nursing 

It also has a partnership with 
the University of South Carolina 
Upstate, situated in Spartanburg, 
USA. 

The speakers were thanked by 
Dr. Oksana Suchowersky and intro- 
duced by Dr. Roman Petryshyn, 
Director of the Ukrainian Resource 
and Development Centre at Grant 
MacEwan University, who also 
presented his annual update on the 
work of the URDC. 

He addressed the new agreement 
between MacEwan and TSMU, 
particularly in regard to educating 
nurses and new developments with 
regard to the International Chair of 
Health at MacEwan. 

Over the past 20 years MacE- 
wan and Ternopil Universities (in 
particular their nursing programs) 
have been connected through bilat- 
eral and multi-stakeholder projects, 
he explained. 

In 1994-97 there were reciprocal 
nursing conference and study tours 
in the framework of the partners in 
Health and Reform 

In 1995-2000 їп collabora- 
tion with the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Health and support from the 
Ukrainian Women’s Association 
of St John’s Cathedral, MacEwan 
transferred its nurse Credential- 
izing Program to Ukraine through 
translation of 23 nursing modules. 
The project spearheaded by Dr 
Geraldine Nakonechny played a 
role in creating the National Bach- 
elor level curriculum in nursing g 
launched in Ukraine. 

In 2000-04 TSMU was an ob- 
server in the Health Education 
Link Project. Cooperation between 
the programs laid the groundwork 
for establishing the first Eng- 
lish language nursing program in 
Ukraine. Which TSMU successful- 
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ly implemented in partnership with 
the University of South Carolina. 
Today TSMU has 1500 students 
studying their nursing program in 
English in Ternopil and online in a 
distance format. 

In 2013 the cooperation was re- 
vitalized when URDC arranged for 
brochure from Hypertension Can- 
ada to be translated and published 
at TSMU, This project was spear- 
headed by Dr Donna McLean, 
who visited TSMU last fall and Dr 
Yastremska. 

May 7 President of MacEwan 
University Dr. David Atkinson 
signed a new agreement with 
TSMU to step up the activity be- 
tween the two universities. This 
will be in the form of annual faculty 
exchanges, student study abroad, 
research activities and externally 
funded projects. 

In 2008 the Ukrainian Founda- 
tion for College Education (UFCE) 
launched a campaign to raise а new 
$1.0 million endowment at Grant 
MacEwan, which is to be double 
matched from external sources 
The funds established deal with 
health around the world, including 
, focusing on health in Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe. 

As a result the fund for the Chair 
of International Health already has 
received $200,000 in donations, 
and with matched funds, already 
has over $600,000 accumulated in 
its endowment. 

In September of 2010 Dean 
Sharon Bookhalter of the faculty 
appointed the Global Health Ad- 
visory and Steering Committee 
that includes both faculty from 
within MacEwan and from the 
medical community in Edmon- 
ton. The committee has met sev- 
eral times and developed terms 
of reference to advance inter- 
national health through educa- 
tion, research, care and admin- 
istration. The Global Health and 
Advisory Steering Committee is 
the financial sponsor and host for 
the visit to Edmonton of Drs. My- 
sula, Korda and Yastremska, Dr. 
Petryshyn said. 

Greetings were brought by Al- 
berta Tourism and Parks Minister 
Dr. Richard Starke and Dr. Atkin- 
son. 

Gloria Zaharia served as Master 
of Ceremonies. 
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Kupchenko presented 
with President’s Award 


(UkrNews)—Ivan Kupchenko, Treasurer of the Ukrainian Foundation 
for College Education (UFCE) was presented with the annual President’s 
Award at the Kyiv Konnection Banquet, organized by UFCE, May 6 at 
St. John’s Cultural Centre. 

Kupchenko was born in Two Hill and studied Business Administration 
at NAIT, followed by course in Accounting, Business Management and 
Taxation as part of the CGA (Certified General Accounting) program 
at University of Alberta (1972-76). He earned a Canadian Securities 
Course Certificate in 1985. His career with the Province of Alberta 
began in 1969. 

Ivan’s expertise and competence in finances led him to a special 
assignment with the World Bank Debt Management Project. From 
January to December of 1996, Ivan lived in Kyiv, when he served as 
a Resident Advisor to Ministries of Finance in Ukraine, Moldova and 
Belarus. Currently, he is a member of St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Sobor Parish and a member of St. Andrew’s Men’s Club. Within the 
Parish, he has served on the Board of Management as President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Membership Chair. 

For 20 years, Ivan was a member of the Strathcona Ukrainian 
Bilingual Association, (SUBA) serving in capacities of Director and 
Treasurer. Currently, he is a UFCE Board Member and it was through 
Ivan’s involvement with the Strathcona Ukrainian Bilingual Association 
that UFCE Trust came into existence. 

SUBA was originally formed by the parent group of students enrolled 
in the Sherwood Park Public School Ukrainian Bilingual Program 
(SPUBP). SUBA’s primary role was to raise about $60,000 annually 
funds to support the Bilingual program by paying for costs of bus 
transportation. In addition to supporting the Sherwood Park program, 
SUBA also provided financial support to other Ukrainian Bilingual 
programs. within the Edmonton Public and Separate School Systems. 
As enrolments in the Bilingual program declined, the Public System 
program was amalgamated into the Sherwood Park Separate School 
system. SUBA, however, still continued its fund raising activities and 
built up a surplus of funds, which led to the creation of the Ukrainian 
Cultural and Educational Trust Fund (UCET). 

UCET eventually reached an agreement with UFCE and the end 
result was the renaming of Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Trust to 
the Ukrainian Foundation for College Education Trust, the transfer of 
UCET funds (approx. $80,000) to UFCE Trust and most importantly, 
and transferring to UFCE Trust a charitable tax-exempt number, which 
gave UFCE Trust the right to be able to accept donations and issue tax 
receipts. 

The President’s Annual Award is presented to those who have made 
an exceptional contribution to achieving the objectives of the Ukrainian 
Foundation for College Education. The Award came into existence at 
the Kyiv Konnection Banquet held in 1996 when the first award was 
presented to John Shalewa and followed annually since then with awards 
respectively to Dr. Albert Hohol, Dr. Roman Petryshyn, Suzanna Marie 
Sidlar, William Dymianiw, Bill Pidruchney, The Ukrainian Cultural and 
Educational Trust (now known as the Ukrainian Foundation for College 
Education Trust), Alice Chumer, Dr. Geraldine Nakonechny, Dr. Steven 
Kashuba, Alan Skoreyko, Peter Kossowan, George Zaharia, Dr. Walter 
Buck, John Boyko, Drs. Peter and Doris Kule, and to Morley Workun in 
2013. і 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 


locations in Edmonton: 
Chateau Louis Hotel 


Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
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Western CEOs quit Russian 


business forum over Ukraine crisis torture is the new wea 


(RFE/RL)—In a demonstration against 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and Mos- 
cow’s role in the Ukrainian crisis, the leaders 
of dozens of major international companies 
have cancelled their attendance at a three- 
day international business forum that opens 
in St. Petersburg on May 22. 

In Germany, the chief executives of 
Deutsche Bank, the engineering giant Sie- 
mens, and the energy firm E.ON confirmed 
on May 21 that their CEOs will not partici- 
pate in the annual event this year. 

They are joining executives from three 
dozen other international firms that have 
turned down invitations to the St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum, where Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin is scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker on May 23. 

In his greeting message to participants 
on May 22, Putin said Russia “is ready to 
- broaden multifaceted contacts with all part- 
ners on the basis of true equality and respect 
for one another’s interests.” 

The U.S. government had appealed to 
American executives to cancel their attend- 
ance. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s of- 
fice said her government met on May 19 
with German business leaders to discuss the 
government’s position on the Ukraine crisis 
ahead of the Russian forum. 

Merkel’s office said it did not make any 
recommendations on whether German busi- 
ness leaders should attend. 

Russian firms traditionally time the sign- 
ing of their investment agreements to co- 


incide with the forum. 

But Russia is facing international sanc- 
tions — and the threat that entire sectors of 
its economy could be sanctioned in the fu- 
ture by the European Union and the United 
States — over reports of Kremlin support for 
pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine 
ahead of that country’s May 25 presidential 
election. 

That has raised concerns among inter- 
national investors about the risks involved 
with making deals with Russian companies. 

In Shanghai on May 21, Russia’s state- 
controlled energy giant Gazprom announced 
that it had signed a memorandum of under- 
standing on a deal to deliver $400 billion of 
natural gas to China over 30 years, begin- 
ning in 2018. 

Russia and China had been in negotia- 
tions on the deal for more than a decade, but 
a final agreement has been delayed due to 
pricing disagreements. 

Gazprom chief Aleksei Miller refused on 
May 21 to disclose the exact price that his 
firm agreed to sell natural gas to China, call- 
ing it a commercial secret. 

But analysts say Russia likely had to re- 
duce the price it was asking in order to reach 
a deal that makes the company less depend- 
ent on earnings from exports to Europe — 
which could be targeted by threatened ener- 
gy-sector sanctions. 

China has been relying on dirtier coal to 
meet its energy demands and fuel its eco- 
nomic growth, leading to widespread air pol- 
lution problems in many Chinese cities. 


Media turn in mixed performance 
as campaign comes to an end 


By Ігупа Stelmakh 

(RFE/RL)—Many in Ukraine and around 
the world have pinned their hopes for stabil- 
izing the country on the outcome of the May 
25 presidential election. 

One key to a free and fair election is the 
performance of the media, and a new report 
by the Academy of the Ukrainian Media and 
the nongovernmental organization (NGO) 
Telekritika gives the Ukrainian media mixed, 
but passing marks. 

The organizations monitored election 
coverage of major broadcast and print media 
outlets from March 1 until May 18. They 
found that the number of suspected “paid” 
stories supporting one candidate or another 
was down significantly from past elections. 

The report notes that campaign coverage 
has been “significantly more objective” than 
in previous Ukrainian elections, in part be- 
cause the ongoing violence in the east and 
the clash over Ukraine between Russia and 
the West have forced election coverage out 
of the top news slots. 

Nonetheless, the report noted that media 
outlets continue to reflect the political pref- 
erences of their owners. State broadcaster 

Ukraina reportedly gave most attention to 
Party of Regions candidate Mykhaylo Dob- 
kin. Inter television, which is owned by 
oligarch Dmytro Firtash, showed a prefer- 
ence for Petro Poroshenko, while the Star- 
litemedia group of oligarch Viktor Pinchuk 


leaned toward former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

Regional media also showed biases in 
terms of the volume of their coverage, says 
Oleksandr Chekmyshev, of the NGO Equal 
Opportunity. He notes that Poroshenko was 
generally favored in western and central 
Ukraine, while Communist candidate Petro 
Symonenko (who withdrew from the race on 
May 16) was favored in the south. 

“The [media of the] northern region for 
a long time backed Yulia Tymoshenko, but 
in recent days the indicators of Tymoshenko 
and Poroshenko have evened out,” Chekmy- 
shev says. 

The main problem with the coverage has 
been a lack of analysis and context, says 
Rasto Kuzel, amedia-monitoring expert with 
the Council of Europe. No Ukrainian media 
have done a good job of juxtaposing the pos- 
itions of different candidates or of analyzing 
the differences between candidates’ state- 
ments and their actions or positions. 

“The media are covering the campaign more 
significantly more objectively than in previous 
years,” Kuzel says. “But they need more an- 
alysis in their programs and articles. It isn’t 
enough just to show the candidates and present 
an article about what they said or did. We need 
materials that analyze their programs, their ac- 
tivities, and their intentions.” 

RFE/RL correspondent Robert Coalson con- 
tributed to this report 


Donetsk separatists call for Russian absorption, troops 


(RFE/RL)—Pro-Russian separatists in Don- 
etsk on May 12 declared independence and 
asked Moscow to deploy Russian troops and 
consider absorbing the eastern Ukrainian region. 

The annexation appeal came in a state- 
ment read out at a news conference by Denis 
Pushilin, a leading member of the self-de- 
clared “Donetsk People’s Republic.” 

It came one day after Donetsk and the 
neighboring Luhansk region held so-called 
self-rule referendums fraught with problems. 

In the city of Slovyansk, which has been 
a flashpoint in the Donetsk region, the pro- 
Russian, self-styled “mayor,” Vyacheslav 
Ропотагуоу, called for Russian troops to 


provide stability and peace. 

Ропотагуоу described Ukrainian troops 
as occupiers. 

Speaking in the administrative building in 
Slovyansk, the stronghold of the armed re- 
bels in eastern Ukraine, he said that Ukrain- 
ian soldiers “‘should go.” 

Asked whether the “Donetsk People’s Re- 
public” needed Russian military help, Pono- 
maryov replied: “I support this. We need 
Russian troops to provide stability and a 
peaceful life in the region’s future.” 

No international monitors observed the 
votes, and separatist gunmen manned poll- 
ing stations. 
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In eastern Ukraine, 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—When he ripped down a sep- 
aratist flag from the main government build- 
ing in Novohradovka, his hometown in east- 
егп Ukraine, Oleksandr Hurov knew he was 
in for trouble. 

Retaliation was quick, and ruthless. 

Two weeks later, the 36-year-old coalm- 
iner lies in a Kyiv hospital with a fractured 
jaw, a broken nose, a lacerated arm, and 
cracked ribs. 

“They beat me nonstop,” he told RFE/RL. 
"І was lying on the ground; they kicked me 
and hit me on the head with a gun. One of 
them held my arm outstretched while an- 
other one jumped on it. I passed out from 
time to time, which was great because then I 
couldn’t feel the pain.” 

Hurov says his assailants called him a 
“traitor” and tried to peel off the nation- 
alistic tattoo on his shoulder — inscribed 
with the words “Glory to Ukraine, glory to 
the heroes” — using the jagged edges of a 
smashed light bulb. 

Hurov’s grisly story is an increasingly 
familiar one in eastern Ukraine, where pro- 
Russian separatists are accused of waging a 
campaign of abductions and torture as they 
seek to consolidate their grip on the region. 

They have readily admitted to the hos- 
tage-takings, which have targeted local of- 
ficials, pro-Ukraine activists, journalists, 
foreign monitors, aid workers, and generally 
all those deemed critical of the self-styled 
“People’s Republics” formed last month in 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

And with the separatist movement getting 
more organized, the abductions appear to 
have taken on a systematic, methodical na- 
ture. 

“T would not call these isolated incidents; 
we definitely can see a pattern,” says Anna 
Neistat from Human Rights Watch (HRW), 
who recently traveled to the Donetsk re- 
gion to investigate the kidnappings.” Every 
single day I would receive reports about yet 
another person being either abducted or re- 
leased after being subjected to beatings and 
torture in captivity,” she says. 

According to Neistat, the victims she 
interviewed suffered “horrendous” violence 
and acts of cruelty that in many cases led to 
serious injuries. 

HRW estimates that several dozen people 
are currently being held by the rebels. 

Anton, a former separatist militant, cor- 
roborated the claims in an interview with 
RFE/RL. - 

The 25-year-old, who gave only his first 
name for fear of reprisals, said he defected 
from the insurgency after seeing pro-Ukraine 
hostages being hauled up the stairs of the 
Donetsk regional council building — the sep- 
aratists’ headquarters — bloodied, scream- 
ing, and with hoods pulled over their heads. 

“People are beaten and then ‘disciplined, ” 
he said. “They are forbidden to use the word 
‘Ukraine,’ to speak Ukrainian, they are told 
this is now Russia. So yes, captives are beat- 
en and tortured. Then they are taken to the 
outskirts of the city and released.” 

Not all, however, survive the ordeal. 

Last month, the bodies of two men were 
found in a river near the eastern Ukrainian 
city of Slovyansk bearing signs of torture. 

One of them was identified as Volodymyr 
Rybak, a local official kidnapped in broad 
daylight shortly after being assaulted by a pro- 
Russian mob for taking down a separatist flag. 

A number of abductees have been missing 
for weeks and are feared dead. 

Simon Ostrovsky, a U.S. journalist de- 
tained by separatists in Slovyansk for three 
days, says he saw a dozen other captives in 
the cellar of the city’s rebel-held office of the 
SBU state security services — described by 
Neistat as “a black hole” into which many 
people have disappeared without a trace. 

Ostrovsky says some of them had been 
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held there for two weeks. 

Like most other hostages, Hurov says he 
was kidnapped in broad daylight by a group 
of heavily armed, masked men. 

He was taken along with five fellow pro- 
Ukraine activists — another miner and lo- 
cal Novohradovka officials loyal to the Kyiv 
government — who had gathered on May 4 
to discuss ways to get separatists out of their 
hometown. 

He insists their group was peaceful and 
had focused mostly on removing separatist 
flags from buildings. 

The activists were shoved into a minivan 
and taken to the regional council building in 
Donetsk, an 11-story facility that now serves 
as headquarters for the “Donetsk People’s 
Republic.” 

The building, ringed by barricades and 
barbed wire, has become notorious as the 
shadowy nerve center of the separatist move- 
ment. 

Interrogations and beatings are rumored to 
take place on the fifth and sixth floors. 

Witnesses say a makeshift hospital has 
been set up on the second floor, with its own 
operation room and a crew of about 50 med- 
ics working in shifts. 

Hurovy said his captors took him to the 
fifth floor after briefly parading him outside 
the building with a Ukrainian flag wrapped 
around his head. 

“They ushered me into an office,” he says. 
“T could hear my friends screaming from ad- 
jacent rooms.” 

There, he says he was repeatedly beaten, 
abused, threatened with death, and injected 
with a substance that left him groggy and 
disoriented. 

He was released the next day, allegedly in 
exchange for captured separatists. 

The other five activists were also freed. 
All sustained serious injuries. 

According to Anton, the former separatist, 
the men working on the fifth and sixth floors 
are from eastern Ukraine. 

He says they have well-honed interroga- 
tion skills, suggesting backgrounds in law- 
enforcement and intelligence services. 

But he confirms rumors that fighters have 
arrived from Russia, including Cossack 
units, to support the separatists. 

He also corroborates reports of a make- 
shift clinic at the regional council building in 
Donetsk, where medics treat wounded mil- 
itants and occasionally patch up hostages. 

He notes that a raid on the offices of the 
Red Cross in Donetsk, during which a group 
of aid workers were held for seven hours, 
was aimed at seizing drugs for the separatist 
clinic. 

At the time, a spokesman for the “Donetsk 
People’s Republic” said the Red Cross em- 
ployees — one of whom was severely beaten 
— had been detained on suspicion of espion- 
age. 

Since defecting, Anton has lived in fear 
of being himself “disciplined” by his former 
comrades-in-arms. 

“Tf they find out about it,” he says,” they 
won’t forgive me.” 

Hurov, too, fears for his life and the life 
of his wife and child, who followed him to 
Kyiv after receiving threats. 

He is not planning to return to east- 
ern Ukraine, where he says the “Donetsk 
People’s Republic” has sentenced him to 
death. 

Asked about his plans for the future, 
Нигоу is at a loss. 

But there are two things he is set on doing 
as soon as he is discharged from hospital. 

The first is to continue the struggle for a 
united Ukraine. 

The second is to restore his tattoo. 

“I promise it will be even more beautiful 
and brighter than before,” he quips. “There’ll 
be scars, but it can all be fixed. Everything’s 
going to be alright.” 
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Dnipropetrovsk defies 
east Ukraine stereotypes 


By Glenn Kates 

(RFE/RL)—Zoom out on the map of Ukraine. Dni- 
ргореїгоузк is very much an eastern city. 

The three-hour drive east to the self-proclaimed 
People’s Republic of Donetsk takes less than half that 
of the trip northwest to Kyiv. 

It’s also on the upper edge of Novorossia, the area 
once conquered by the Russian Empire and settled 
by its nobility — providing a strong enough link for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to make a historical 
claim to the land. 

In 2010, over 60 percent of the larger region’s popu- 
lation voted for former President Viktor Yanukovych, 
who fled Ukraine after antigovernment protests in 
February. 

But the first sign that the country’s fourth-largest 
metropolis does not fit the “East-West” dichotomy — 
often used to explain Ukraine’s split between those 
seeking to embrace Europe and those pining for closer 
ties with Russia — is right in the city’s center. 

Lenin Square is now “Heroes of Maidan Square:” 

On February 22, the day a new government took 
over in Kyiv, protesters in Dnipropetrovsk tore down 
the city’s Lenin monument. They were following the 
example of more than 100 other cities — almost all 
located in the west — that viewed Lenin’s presence 
as a symbol of the Kremlin’s continued influence two 
decades after the fall of the Soviet Union. 

A short ride on the tram — an ancient specimen that 
screeches along Chkalova Street — takes visitors to 
the regional administration building. Outside, Andriy 
Denisenko, a leader of the nationalist Right Sector 
movement, holds an informal press conference. 

The group has become a favorite bogeyman of Mos- 
cow, which derides Kyiv as being driven by “fascists.” 

Right Sector is normally associated with support 
in western, Ukrainian-speaking cities, such as Lviv. 
So Dmytro Yarosh, a marginal presidential candidate 
and the group’s founder, surprised some when he an- 
nounced in April that he would be moving its head- 
quarters to Dnipropetrovsk. At the time, he said it was 
to better “monitor” events in the east, but perhaps 
he was returning to his roots. After all, the far-right 
leader, who often uses a translator rather than speak 
Russian himself, was born in the region. 

Denisenko, a close associate of Yarosh, announces 
that members of his organization caught three appar- 
ent separatists painting the white, blue, and red Rus- 
sian flag on a city landmark. 

“We recorded this infraction, called the police and 
gave these people to the security services,” he tells 
RFE/RL, before nonchalantly adding the punchline: 
“It’s true, there were three of them, so first we painted 
them -- one white, one blue ,and the third in red — in 
the colors of the favorite flag of the occupiers.” (Right 
Sector later released a video of the event) 

Armed men in fatigues are ever-present inside the 
regional administration building. Their leader, Yuriy 
Bereza, the 44-year-old chief of Dnipropetrovsk’s 
self-defense forces, is philosophical about the grow- 
ing role of pro-unity militias only loosely tied to Kyiv. 

“Who will help Ukraine solve its problems?” he 
asks RFE/RL, as he begins an anecdote that he says 
explains the country’s formerly self-defeating mind- 
set. “There are two paths. One is realistic and the other 
is a fantasy. The realistic path is that aliens come and 
solve all Ukraine’s problems. The second is a flat out 


fantasy — we do this all by ourselves.” 

Doing it “by ourselves” was Kyiv’s logic when it ap- 
pointed influential businessmen as governors of east- 
em regions. They were supposed to provide a backstop 
against any latent separatist sentiment. But some region- 
al power-brokers have been accused of hedging their 
bets and allowing separatist movements to spread. 

Not Thor Kolomoisky. The billionaire owner of Pri- 
vatBank and governor of the Dnipropetrovsk region 
has offered bounties of up to $10,000 for the capture 
of Russian “saboteurs” and has organized defense 
units like the one led by Bereza that man armed check- 
points on major roads throughout the region. Although 
many here credit him with providing security, there 
has recently been concern in Ukraine about the coun- 
try’s increasing reliance on inexperienced militias. 

But, with voting in country set for May 25, the 
armed groups may provide the only source of secur- 
ity for residents of Donetsk and Luhansk who hope to 
cast a ballot. Separatists in these regions, who say the 
vote is illegitimate, have attacked polling stations and 
threatened campaign workers. It is unclear how many 
polling stations will actually be able to open on elec- 
tion day in Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Bereza says his forces are prepared to defend at least 
five districts in Donetsk that are holding votes. When 
asked how, he answers simply: “with weapons.” 

Residents of Dnipropetrovsk are not expected to 
face difficulties voting, but in testament to the counter- 
intuitive vein running through the city, many tell RFE/ 
RL they are excited about the election but not about 
the candidates. 

Oleh Hardievskiy, a 48 year-old anesthesiologist 
who has put his career on hold to help patrol a check- 
point about 30 minutes outside the city center, says he 
will be voting for the frontrunner, chocolate magnate 
Petro Poroshenko, despite his preference for another 
candidate. Reasoning that the “chaos” in Ukraine will 
end after the elections, he mostly wants to avoid a 
second-round runoff. 

Poroshenko’s support stood at 33 percent in a re- 
cent poll of the Dnipropetrovsk region (nationally, he 
stands at about 44 percent). 

Back downtown, across the street from the former 
Lenin memorial, a get-out-the vote concert features 
kindergarteners singing Ukrainian folk and American 
pop music. 

Above the din, Lidia Maksimova, a 35-year-old 
bank worker, says it is morally “impermissible” not 
to vote, although she’ll be choosing the “none of the 
above” option. 

What about former Prime Minister and Dniprope- 
trovsk native Yulia Tymoshenko? 

“Votes won’t be coming to her, because she lost our 
trust,” snaps Maksimova. 

A recent poll put her at about 6 percent — two 
points less than her nationwide average, but still the 
closest to Poroshenko. 

Inna, a 40-year-old teacher who says she’ll prob- 
ably vote for Poroshenko although she’s also not par- 
ticularly impressed with the candidate selection, says 
people here think Tymoshenko, who carefully honed 
her image as a crown-braided Ukrainian warrior, 
shunned the city because of its position in the east. 

“For her home city Tymoshenko did nothing through 
all her years in power,” she says. “Unfortunately that’s 
how it is and it was deliberate.” 


Russian TV blames “bimbos’ 
for retread Ukraine footage 


By Farangis Najibullah 

(RFE/RL)—Russian state television has found a 
scapegoat for its silly mistake of airing old footage of 
a corpse slain in Russia’s North Caucasus, and sug- 
gesting it was a civilian killed by Kyiv’s forces in east- 
erm Ukraine. 

Chalk it up to an innocent bimbo eruption. 

Commenting оп a lengthy Rossia-1 newscast that 
recently featured the retread footage, deputy All-Rus- 
sia State Television and Radio Broadcasting Company 
head Dmitry Kiselyoy has said that “young, nymphet 
video technicians” were responsible. 

“T haven’t seen that report but what it had was an 
error,” Kiselyov was quoted by Russia’s Slon.ru as 
saying on May 19. “An error, but in no way a manipu- 
lation,” he stressed. 


State-owned broadcaster Rossia-1 aired the footage 
depicting the splayed corpse of a man in an open field 
on May 16. The channel suggested he was a civil- 
ian victim killed at the hands of Ukrainian forces to 
intimidate pro-Russian separatists in the Donetsk re- 
gion. 

However, it quickly emerged that the footage was 
identical to a report by Rossia’s sister channel about 
a counterterrorism operation carried out by Russian 
forces in the restive North Caucasus Republic of Kab- 
ardino-Balkaria. 

That report was aired on November 18, 2012, by 
Rossia-24. 

Kiselyov said he was “sure there is an internal in- 
vestigation of this matter going on” at the state tele- 
vision company. 
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Crimean Tatars mark 70th 


anniversary of deportation 


(RFE/RL)—Tatars in Crimea are commemorating 70 years since their 
deportation by Soviet leader Josef Stalin. 

On the outskirts of Crimea’s capital, Simferopol, at least 10,000 people 
participated in a rally, carrying placards calling for “self-determination”, 
May 18. 

The press service of the Mejlis, the Crimean Tatars’ main representa- 
tive body, said a resolution was adopted calling for “territorial autonomy” 
for the community, Tatar representatives in the Crimean government, and 
“an end to discrimination against and the repression of the Tatars of Cri- 
mea.” 

There was a heavy police presence in Simferopol, with two loud mil- 
itary helicopters flying low over the rally. 

Earlier in the day, dozens of people gathered at a memorial near Sim- 
feropol’s railway station, the deportation point for thousands of Tatars 
sent into internal exile. 

Several hundred people also marched in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv. 

Speaking to journalists in Kyiv, Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemi- 
lev said, “This year, the situation [of Tatars in Crimea] is almost the same 
as it used to be during the Soviet regime.” 

Dzhemilev is banned by de facto Russian authorities in Crimea from 
returning to the peninsula. 

Tens of thousands usually gather for a rally marking the day on May 
18, 1944, when Soviet authorities began deporting Crimean Tatars to 
Central Asia. Many of the 200,000 deportees died on their way into exile. 

But the Mejlis announced that the rally had been called off and that "по 
mass railies will take place in the center of Simferopol” on May 18, and 
called instead for Tatars to gather at religious centers and other locations 

The move came a day after the de facto authorities in Crimea, annexed 
by Russia in March, banned all public gatherings until June 6. 

Pro-Moscow Crimean leader Sergei Aksyonoy cited violence in south- 
east Ukraine as the reason for his decision to ban the rally. 

Refat Chubarov, chairman of the Mejlis, described the decree as an 
“inhuman act.” 

Russian President Vladimir Putin met with representatives of the Cri- 
mean Tatars in Sochi, southern Russia, on May 17 and said Russia would 
improve their lives. 

But he added that they must accept that their future lay with Russia. 

In Washington, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said, “Russia’s oc- 
cupation and illegal attempt to annex Crimea has reopened old wounds.” 

Kerry said the United States will “commemorate the tragedy of 1944 
with heavy hearts, even as we stand in solidarity with Crimean Tatars 
today against a new threat to their community.” 

Meanwhile, a leader of the self-declared “Donetsk People’s Republic,” 
a pro-Russian separatist group in eastern Ukraine, has announced there 
will be parliamentary elections in the region on September 14. 

Denis Pushilin, told a crowd of some 1,000 people at a public meeting 
on Lenin Square in the city of Donetsk on May 18 that “each of you will 
be involved” in the elections. 

Pushilin did not clarify how they would be involved. 

Near the eastern Ukrainian town of Slovyansk, fighting was reported 
overnight. 

Russian media quoted pro-Russian separatist fighters in the area as 
saying they sustained casualties, including several killed. 

Ukraine’s UNIAN news agency reported that four Ukrainian troops 
were wounded. Ukrainian Interior Minister Arsen Avakoy said one “ter- 
rorist” was killed. 
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Shumka School of Dance celebrates 25 years 


(UkrNews)—Over 250 dancers performed 
36 numbers during the Shumka School of 
Dance 25" Anniversary Spring Concert held 
at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 
on May 11. 

“The Shumka School of Dance was initi- 
ated 25 years ago by a group of dedicated 
alumni who were leaders in the group. Over 
the past two and a half decades, the School 
was overseen by various Directors — all for- 
mer Shumka dancers and excellent dance in- 
structors. They put their heart and soul into 
the building of the School: its programs, its 
syllabus, its administration, and its develop- 
ment,” said current Principal Peter Eeles. 

During a break in the program, Eeles rec- 
ognized the past Directors of the School: 
Douglas Rachinski, Eldyka Simpson, Tasha 
Orysiuk, Vincent Rees, and Dave Ganert. 

Rachinski, who served as Director from 
1991-1995, designed а nine-year grade 
structure for the School. He researched, 
developed and packaged the elements that 
make up the Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian 
Dance which remains in use today. 

Simpson served as Director from 1995- 
1997. During this time, the first draft of Shu- 
mka’s Syllabus began to be implemented 
into classes. Along with Brent MacEwan, 
she also started the Sherwood Park Satellite 


School in 1995. 

Orysiuk, served from 1997-1999. She 
introduced technique classes for students; 
and the Viter Ukrainian Dancers, which used 
to be a part of Shumka School, went from 
rehearsing once to twice a week. Also under 
her tenure, the first video recordings of the 
Shumka Syllabus were developed. 

Rees took over from 1999-2002. During 
his time as Director, he developed the En- 
richment Program. This included extra clas- 
sical dance classes, Ukrainian technique, and 
additional choreography classes that sought 
to balance the different goals of the dancers 
within the school. 

Ganert, who led from 2002-2013, increased 
enrollment from 110 students to more than 300 
over the years. He also taught as an instructor 
with the School for 20 years, instructing more 
than 1000 students in that time. As Artistic 
Director of Shumka, Dave saw many of his 
students move from the School to Shumka 
where he continued to lead and inspire them 
through their time in Shumka. 

The Shumka School of Dance is recog- 
nized as a benchmark for progressive and 
nurturing Ukrainian dance training. The 
School is committed to engaging young 
people from all heritage backgrounds in the 
performing arts; fostering a love for a broad 
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to dance instructors throughout Alberta and 
across Canada. 

In 2013, the Shumka School introduced the 
Intensive Division (ID) which offers training 
to dancers who aspire to have a broader ex- 
perience in dance. The program consists of 
intensive training, lasting many years through- 
out a student’s childhood, adolescence, and 
into their years as an emerging adult. As such, 
an extraordinary sense of commitment, pas- 
sion, and motivation are required to meet this 
program’s high standards. 

From 3 years of age to 45 (a few alumni 
“guest appearances” were part of the concert), 
the dancers shone on the Jubilee stage on May 
11th. Likely many students will cherish this 
anniversary concert memory as they become 
Shumka Dancers in the years to come! 


scope of Ukrainian dance; providing solid 
dance training to young people who wish to 
pursue a career in dance, as well as to young 
people whose interest in dance is purely rec- 
reational; promoting active and healthy life- 
styles, accommodating a variety of physical 
abilities and learning styles; and serving as 
a career development opportunity for dance 
instructors and choreographers. 

Parents value the reputation of Shumka’s 
Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance and the qual- 
ity of the experience in the school for both 
students and parents. The syllabus provides 
a structured, progressive, incremental cur- 
riculum for the learning of Ukrainian dance; 
much like the Royal Academy of Dance 
Syllabus does for ballet. Shumka’s Sylla- 
bus also offers workshops and certification 


Womens choir нон ал by Taras ато at Shevchenko Foundation’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration 


Shevchenko Foundation 
celebrates in Thunder Bay 


(UCFTS)}—On May 9 the Shevchenko Foundation continued its 50th anniversary celebra- 
tions with a stop in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Together with representatives of Thunder Bay’s Ukrainian community, the Shevchenko 
Foundation invited the public to celebrate its milestone with performances of dance and 
music, and a presentation on the work of the Foundation. 

Performers included members of the Chaban Ukrainian Dance Group, a musical trio, and 
a women’s choir that came together specifically for this event to sing songs to the poetry of 
Taras Shevchenko. In impromptu fashion, all members of the audience sang along with the 
ensemble, making for a truly memorable moment of community spirit. 

In the welcoming atmosphere created by the organizers at the Ukrainian National Home, 
Shevchenko Foundation Executive Director Lesia Szwaluk spoke to the gathering of ap- 
proximately 70 people, focusing on the Foundation’s work in supporting Ukrainian Can- 
adian cultural initiatives, and specifically of the support of projects initiated by cultural 
groups in Thunder Bay. 

“Tt is encouraging to see the Ukrainian community in Thunder Bay continue to create 
opportunities to engage both young and old in the many facets of Ukrainian Canadian arts”, 
said Szwaluk. 

The audience in attendance also had the opportunity to view the Foundation’s 50th anni- 
versary video presentation on the history and work of the Shevchenko Foundation. A recep- 
tion followed the concert, giving all those present the opportunity to visit and learn more 
about the Foundation. 

The Shevchenko Foundation kicked off its 50th anniversary celebrations in October, 2013 
in Nanaimo, BC, and will conclude them in June, 2014 in Halifax, NS. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) was 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament on July 22, 1963. Over its 50 year history the Founda- 
tion has invested $10 million in support of Ukrainian Canadian culture and community life. 


